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IC 23-17-27 
     Chapter 27. Records and Reports 


IC 23-17-27-1 


Required records 


     Sec. 1. (a) A corporation shall keep as permanent records a record of the following: 


        (1) Minutes of meetings of the corporation's members and board of directors. 


        (2) A record of actions taken by the members or directors without a meeting. 


        (3) A record of actions taken by committees of the board of directors as authorized under IC 23-17-15-


6(d). 


    (b) A corporation shall maintain appropriate accounting records. 


    (c) A corporation or the corporation's agent shall maintain a record of the corporation's members in a form 


that permits preparation of a list of the names and addresses of all members, in alphabetical order by class, 


showing the number of votes each member is entitled to cast. 


    (d) A corporation shall maintain the corporation's records in written form or in another form capable of 


conversion into written form within a reasonable time. 


    (e) A corporation shall keep a copy of the following records at the corporation's principal office: 


        (1) The corporation's articles of incorporation or restated articles of incorporation and all amendments to 


the articles of incorporation currently in effect. 


        (2) The corporation's bylaws or restated bylaws and all amendments to the bylaws currently in effect. 


        (3) Resolutions adopted by the corporation's board of directors relating to the characteristics, 


qualifications, rights, limitations, and obligations of members or a class or category of members. 


        (4) The minutes of all meetings of members and records of all actions approved by the members for the 


past three (3) years. 


        (5) Written communications to members generally within the past three (3) years, including the financial 


statements furnished for the past three (3) years under section 6 of this chapter. 


        (6) A list of the names and business or home addresses of the corporation's current directors and officers. 


        (7) The corporation's most recent annual report delivered to the secretary of state under section 8 of this 


chapter. 


    (f) Except as otherwise provided in articles of incorporation or bylaws, ballots must be retained by a 


corporation until the earlier of the following: 


        (1) The date of the next annual meeting. 


        (2) One (1) year after the date the ballot was received. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.110-2008, SEC.8. 


IC 23-17-27-2 


Member's right to inspect and copy records 


     Sec. 2. (a) Subject to subsection (e) and section 3(c) of this chapter, a member is entitled to inspect and copy, 


at a reasonable time and location specified by the corporation, the records of the corporation described in 


section 1(e) of this chapter if the member gives the corporation written notice or a written demand at least five 


(5) business days before the date on which the member desires to inspect and copy. 


    (b) Subject to subsection (e), a member may inspect and copy, at a reasonable time and reasonable location 


specified by the corporation, the following records of the corporation if the member meets the requirements of 


subsection (c) and gives the corporation written notice at least five (5) business days before the date on which 


the member desires to inspect and copy: 


        (1) Excerpts from records required to be maintained under section 1(a) of this chapter, to the extent not 


subject to inspection under subsection (a). 


        (2) Accounting records of the corporation. 


        (3) Subject to section 5 of this chapter, the membership list. 


    (c) A member may inspect and copy the records identified in subsection (b) only if the following conditions 







exist: 


        (1) The member's demand is made in good faith and for a proper purpose. 


        (2) The member describes with reasonable particularity the purpose and the records the member desires to 


inspect. 


        (3) The records are directly connected with the purpose. 


    (d) This section does not affect the following: 


        (1) The rights of a member to inspect records under IC 23-17-11-1 or, if the member is in litigation with 


the corporation, to the same extent as any other litigant. 


        (2) The power of a court, independently of this article, to compel the production of corporate records for 


examination. 


    (e) The articles of incorporation or bylaws of a religious corporation may limit or abolish the right of a 


member under this section to inspect and copy a corporate record. 


    (f) The articles of incorporation of a corporation may limit or abolish the following: 


        (1) The right of a member to obtain from the corporation information as to the identity of contributors to 


the corporation. 


        (2) The right of a member or the member's agent or attorney to inspect or copy the membership list if the 


corporation provides a reasonable means to mail communications to other members through the corporation at 


the expense of the member making the request. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. 


 


IC 23-17-27-3 


Inspection by member's agent or attorney; copies; costs; list of members 


     Sec. 3. (a) A member's agent or attorney, if authorized in writing, epohas the same inspection and copying 


rights as the member the agent or attorney represents. 


    (b) The right to copy records under section 2 of this chapter includes, if reasonable, the right to receive copies 


made by photographic, xerographic, or other means. 


    (c) A corporation may impose a reasonable charge, covering the costs of labor and material, for copies of any 


documents provided to the member. The charge may not exceed the estimated cost of production or 


reproduction of the records. 


    (d) A corporation may comply with a member's demand to inspect the record of members under section 


2(b)(3) of this chapter by providing the member with a list of the corporation's members that was compiled not 


earlier than the date of the member's demand. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. 


IC 23-17-27-4 


Court order for inspection and copying; payment of costs by corporation; restrictions on use of records 


     Sec. 4. (a) If a corporation does not allow a member who complies with section 2(a) of this chapter to inspect 


and copy records required under section 2(a) of this chapter to be available for inspection, the circuit court or 


superior court of the county where: 


        (1) the corporation's principal office is located; or 


        (2) if the principal office is not located in Indiana, the corporation's registered office is located; 


may order inspection and copying of the records demanded at the corporation's expense upon application of the 


member. 


    (b) If a corporation does not within a reasonable time allow a member to inspect and copy any other record, a 


member who complies with section 2(b) and 2(c) of this chapter may apply to the circuit court or superior court 


of the county where: 


        (1) the corporation's principal office is located; or 


        (2) if the principal office is not located in Indiana, the corporation's registered office is located; 


for an order to permit inspection and copying of the records demanded. The court shall dispose of an application 


under this subsection on an expedited basis. 


    (c) If the court orders inspection and copying of the records demanded, the court shall also order the 


corporation to pay the member's costs, including reasonable attorney's fees, incurred to obtain the order unless 







the corporation proves that the corporation refused inspection in good faith because the corporation had a 


reasonable basis for doubt about the right of the member to inspect the records demanded. 


    (d) If the court orders inspection and copying of the records demanded, the court may impose reasonable 


restrictions on the use or distribution of the records by the demanding member. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. 


IC 23-17-27-5 


Membership list; use 


     Sec. 5. Without the consent of a board of directors, all or part of a membership list may not be obtained or 


used by a person for a purpose unrelated to a member's interest as a member. Without the consent of the board 


of directors, all or part of a membership list may not be: 


        (1) used to solicit money or property unless the money or property will be used solely to solicit the votes of 


the members in an election to be held by the corporation; 


        (2) used for a commercial purpose; or 


        (3) sold to or purchased by a person. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. 


IC 23-17-27-6 


Annual financial statements; furnishing to members 


     Sec. 6. (a) Except as provided in articles of incorporation or bylaws of a religious corporation, a corporation 


upon written demand from a member shall furnish the member the corporation's latest annual financial 


statements, which may be consolidated or combined statements of the corporation and the corporation's 


subsidiaries or affiliates, as appropriate, that include a balance sheet as of the end of the fiscal year and 


statement of operations for that year. If financial statements are prepared for the corporation on the basis of 


generally accepted accounting principles, the annual financial statements must also be prepared on that basis. 


    (b) If annual financial statements are reported upon by a certified public accountant, the accountant's report 


must accompany the statements. If annual financial statements are not reported upon by a certified public 


accountant, the statements must be accompanied by the statement of the president or the person responsible for 


the corporation's financial accounting records that does the following: 


        (1) States the president's or other person's reasonable belief as to whether the statements were prepared on 


the basis of generally accepted accounting principles and, if not, describes the basis of preparation. 


        (2) Describes any respects in which the statements were not prepared on a basis of accounting consistent 


with the statements prepared for the preceding year. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. 


IC 23-17-27-7 


Indemnification or advance of expenses to director; report to members 


     Sec. 7. If a corporation indemnifies or advances expenses to a director under IC 23-17-16-1 through IC 23-


17-16-11 in connection with a proceeding by or in the right of the corporation, the corporation shall report the 


indemnification or advance in writing to the members with or before the notice of the next meeting of members. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. 


IC 23-17-27-8 


Annual report; requirements 


     Sec. 8. (a) An annual report accompanied by the filing fee must be filed with the secretary of state by all 


nonprofit domestic and foreign corporations incorporated under this article or a previous statute. However, this 


section does not apply to a corporation that is already required to file an annual report with the secretary of 


state. 


    (b) A domestic corporation and each foreign corporation authorized to transact business in Indiana shall 


deliver to the secretary of state an annual report on a form prescribed and furnished by the secretary of state that 


sets forth the following: 


        (1) The name of the corporation and the state or country under whose law the corporation is incorporated. 







        (2) The street address of the corporation's registered office and the name of the corporation's registered 


agent at the office in Indiana. 


        (3) The address of the corporation's principal office. 


        (4) The names and business or residence addresses of the corporation's directors, secretary, and highest 


executive officer. 


    (c) The information in the annual report must be current on the date the annual report is executed on behalf of 


the corporation. 


    (d) The first annual report must be delivered to the secretary of state in the year following the year in which a 


domestic corporation was incorporated or a foreign corporation was authorized to transact business. The report 


is due during the same month as the month in which the corporation was incorporated or authorized to transact 


business. Subsequent annual reports must be delivered to the secretary of state during that same month in the 


following years. The secretary of state may accept annual reports during the two (2) months before the month 


that the corporation was incorporated or authorized to transact business. 


    (e) If an annual report does not contain the information required by this section, the secretary of state shall 


promptly notify the reporting domestic or foreign corporation in writing and return the report to the corporation 


for correction. If the report is corrected to contain the information required by this section and delivered to the 


secretary of state within thirty (30) days after the effective date of notice, the report is considered to be timely 


filed. 


    (f) The secretary of state may mail the annual report form to an address shown for the corporation on the last 


annual report filed with the secretary of state. The failure of the corporation to receive the annual report form 


from the secretary of state does not relieve the corporation of the corporation's duty to deliver an annual report 


to the office as required by this section. 


    (g) A domestic or foreign corporation may deliver to the secretary of state for filing an amendment to the 


annual report if a change in the information set forth in the annual report occurs after the report is delivered to 


the secretary of state's office for filing and before the next due date. This subsection applies only to a change 


that is not required to be made by an amendment to the articles of incorporation. The amendment to the annual 


report must set forth the following: 


        (1) The name of the corporation as shown on the records of the secretary of state's office. 


        (2) The information as changed. 


As added by P.L.179-1991, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.96-1993, SEC.15; P.L.11-1996, SEC.24. 
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IC 3-14 


    ARTICLE 14. OFFENSES 


 


IC 3-14-1 
     Chapter 1. Campaign Violations 


IC 3-14-1-1 


Defacing, falsifying, or destroying declarations, requests, petitions, or certificates 


     Sec. 1. A person who knowingly: 


        (1) falsely makes or fraudulently defaces or destroys a declaration of candidacy, request for ballot 


placement under IC 3-8-3, certificate or petition of nomination, recount petition or cross-petition, contest 


petition, or certificate of candidate selection, or a part of the declaration, request, petition, or certificate; 


        (2) files a declaration of candidacy, request for ballot placement under IC 3-8-3, certificate or petition of 


nomination, recount petition or cross-petition, contest petition, or certificate of candidate selection, knowing 


any part thereof to be falsely made; 


        (3) refuses to execute a certificate of nomination or candidate selection when required by this title to do so 


and knowing that the candidate has been nominated or selected; 


        (4) if the document is listed in subdivision (1), refuses to: 


            (A) receive the document; or 


            (B) record the date and time the document was received; 


        when presented in accordance with this title; or 


        (5) suppresses a declaration of candidacy, request for ballot placement under IC 3-8-3, petition or 


certificate of nomination, recount petition or cross-petition, contest petition, or certificate of candidate selection, 


that has been duly filed, or any part of the declaration, request, petition, or certificate; 


commits a Class D felony. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.204. 


IC 3-14-1-2 


Printing, publishing, or distributing of slate during primary campaign without authority 


     Sec. 2. (a) A person who: 


        (1) prints, publishes, or distributes a slate during a primary election campaign without authority from and: 


            (A) over the name of an organization of voters, including the name of the organization and its officers; 


or 


            (B) if it is not an organized group of voters, over the names of at least ten (10) voters in the political 


subdivision in which the primary election is being held; 


        together with the name of the printer who printed the slate; 


        (2) prints on a slate during a primary election campaign the name or number of a candidate without the 


candidate's written consent; or 


        (3) prints, publishes, or distributes a slate during a primary election campaign unless at least five (5) days 


before it is printed and published the written consent of the voters over whose names it is published and the 


written consent of the candidates in whose behalf it is distributed are filed in the office of the county election 


board in each county where the election is held; 


commits a Class A misdemeanor. 


    (b) As used in this section, "slate" means a sample ballot, reproduction of an official ballot, or a listing of 


candidates: 


        (1) having the names or numbers of more than one (1) candidate for nomination at a primary election; and 


        (2) that expresses support for more than one (1) of the candidates set forth on the ballot or list. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.463; P.L.10-1988, SEC.205; P.L.3-1997, 


SEC.399. 







IC 3-14-1-3 


Circulation or publication of anonymous campaign material 


     Sec. 3. An individual, an organization, or a committee that circulates or publishes material in an election 


without the statement required under IC 3-9-3-2.5 commits a Class A misdemeanor. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.206; P.L.5-1989, SEC.71; P.L.3-1997, 


SEC.400. 


IC 3-14-1-4 


Repealed 


    (Repealed by P.L.3-1997, SEC.475.) 


IC 3-14-1-5 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.5-1989, SEC.120.) 


IC 3-14-1-6 


Solicitation, challenge, or performance of election function by state police department employee, police 


officer, or firefighter 


     Sec. 6. (a) A state police department employee or a police officer or firefighter (including a special duty, 


auxiliary, or volunteer police officer or firefighter) of a political subdivision who recklessly: 


        (1) solicits votes or campaign funds; 


        (2) challenges voters; or 


        (3) performs any other election related function; 


while wearing any identifying insignia or article of clothing that is part of an official uniform or while on duty 


commits a Class A misdemeanor. 


    (b) This section does not prohibit any of the following: 


        (1) A state police department civilian employee from voting while on duty. 


        (2) A police officer or firefighter from voting while wearing any part of an official uniform or while on 


duty. 


        (3) An individual described in subsection (a) from consenting to a photograph (or other visual depiction) of 


the individual wearing any part of the individual's official uniform appearing in an advertisement in support of a 


candidate or political party. 


        (4) An individual from serving as a pollbook holder under IC 3-6-6-36. 


        (5) A police officer wearing any identifying insignia or article of clothing that is part of an official uniform 


or while on duty from serving as an absentee ballot courier appointed under IC 3-11.5-4-22. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.16-1987, SEC.1; P.L.12-1989, SEC.1; P.L.3-1997, SEC.401; 


P.L.176-1999, SEC.117. 


IC 3-14-1-7 


Collection, receipt, or disbursement of money or property by committee without appointment of 


treasurer 


     Sec. 7. A committee subject to IC 3-9 or any of its members that recklessly collects, receives, keeps, or 


disburses money or other property to promote any activity to which IC 3-9 applies without appointing and 


maintaining a treasurer as required by IC 3-9-1 commits a Class B misdemeanor. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. 


IC 3-14-1-8 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.3-1995, SEC.157.) 







IC 3-14-1-9 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.3-1995, SEC.157.) 


IC 3-14-1-10 


Excess contributions by corporation or labor organization 


     Sec. 10. A corporation or labor organization that recklessly exceeds any of the limitations on contributions 


prescribed by IC 3-9-2-4 commits a Class B misdemeanor. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. 


IC 3-14-1-10.5 


Acceptance of contributions in excess of permitted amounts by certain judges 


     Sec. 10.5. (a) A person who recklessly violates IC 33-33-2-11 by accepting contributions that exceed the 


amount permitted under that section commits a Class B misdemeanor. 


    (b) A person described by subsection (a) is also subject to a civil penalty under IC 3-9-4-17. The county 


election board may assess a penalty of not more than three (3) times the amount of the contribution that exceeds 


the limit prescribed by IC 33-33-2-11, plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.402. Amended by P.L.98-2004, SEC.44. 


IC 3-14-1-11 


Contributions in the name of another person 


     Sec. 11. A person who: 


        (1) recklessly makes a contribution in the name of another person; or 


        (2) knowingly accepts a contribution made by one person in the name of another person; 


commits a Class B misdemeanor. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. 


IC 3-14-1-12 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.3-1995, SEC.157.) 


IC 3-14-1-13 


Filing fraudulent reports 


     Sec. 13. A person who knowingly files a report required by IC 3-9 that is fraudulent commits a Class D 


felony. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. 


IC 3-14-1-14 


Failure to file required report 


     Sec. 14. A person who fails to file a report with the proper office as required by IC 3-9 commits a Class B 


misdemeanor. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.465. 


IC 3-14-1-14.5 


Commingling committee funds with personal funds 


     Sec. 14.5. A person who recklessly violates IC 3-9-2-9(c) by commingling the funds of a committee with the 


personal funds of an officer, a member, or an associate of the committee commits a Class B misdemeanor. 


As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.231. 


IC 3-14-1-15 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.3-1995, SEC.157.) 







IC 3-14-1-16 


Violation of IC 3-9-3-4 


     Sec. 16. A person who knowingly or intentionally violates IC 3-9-3-4 commits a Class A infraction. 


As added by P.L.13-1987, SEC.3. 
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IC 3-5-2 
     Chapter 2. Definitions 


IC 3-5-2-1 


Application of definitions 


     Sec. 1. The definitions in this chapter apply throughout this title. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-1.5 


"Absent uniformed services voter" 


     Sec. 1.5. "Absent uniformed services voter" refers to any of the following: 


        (1) A member of a uniformed service on active duty who, by reason of active duty, is absent from the place 


of residence where the member is otherwise qualified to vote. 


        (2) A member of the merchant marine who, by reason of service in the merchant marine, is absent from the 


place of residence where the member is otherwise qualified to vote. 


        (3) A member of the Indiana national guard deployed or on assignment outside Indiana. 


        (4) A spouse or dependent of a member referred to in subdivision (1), (2), or (3) who, by reason of the 


active duty or service of the member, is absent from the place of residence where the spouse or dependent is 


otherwise qualified to vote. 


As added by P.L.14-1993, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.12-1995, SEC.1; P.L.3-1997, SEC.3; P.L.126-2002, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-1.7 


"Active voter" 


     Sec. 1.7. "Active voter" refers to a voter who satisfies either of the following: 


        (1) The voter has registered or voted in any election during the preceding four (4) years at the address 


indicated on the voter's registration record. 


        (2) The voter has not voted in any election during the preceding four (4) years at the address indicated on 


the voter's registration record and has responded in writing to an address confirmation notice sent under IC 3-7 


not later than thirty (30) days after the notice was sent. 


As added by P.L.12-1995, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.4-1996, SEC.1; P.L.38-1999, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-2 


"Automatic tabulating machine" 


     Sec. 2. "Automatic tabulating machine" means: 


        (1) apparatus necessary to automatically examine and count votes as designated on ballots; and 


        (2) data processing machines that can be used for counting ballots and tabulating results. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.6-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-2.5 


"Auxiliary party organization" 


     Sec. 2.5. "Auxiliary party organization" means an organization located within or outside Indiana that: 


        (1) is affiliated with a political party; 


        (2) proposes to influence the election of a candidate for state, legislative, local, or school board office, or 


the outcome of a public question; and 


        (3) has not: 


            (A) had an annual budget of five thousand dollars ($5,000) or more in at least one (1) of the last two (2) 


years; or 


            (B) made a contribution of more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) to another committee or to a 







candidate. 


As added by P.L.3-1995, SEC.3. Amended by P.L.176-1999, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-3 


"Ballot" 


     Sec. 3. "Ballot" means: 


        (1) the paper ballot prepared, printed, and supplied for use at an election; 


        (2) the ballot label prepared, printed, and supplied for use on the front of an electronic voting system; or 


        (3) the ballot card prepared, printed, and supplied for use in a ballot card voting system. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.2; P.L.221-2005, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-4 


"Ballot card" 


     Sec. 4. "Ballot card" refers to an optical scan ballot. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.239-2001, SEC.1; P.L.221-2005, SEC.2. 


 


IC 3-5-2-4.5 


"Ballot card voting system" 


     Sec. 4.5. "Ballot card voting system" refers to an optical scan voting system. 


As added by P.L.239-2001, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.221-2005, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-5 


"Ballot label" 


     Sec. 5. "Ballot label" means: 


        (1) the printed strip or sheet of cardboard or paper, supplied for use on an electronic voting system, that 


contains the names of the candidates and the public questions on the ballot; or 


        (2) the material, supplied for use with a ballot card voting system, that contains those names and questions. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.3; P.L.221-2005, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-5.5 


"Bona fide political party" 


     Sec. 5.5. "Bona fide political party" means: 


        (1) a major political party; or 


        (2) a political party that has: 


            (A) nominated at least one (1) candidate for political office during the preceding five (5) years; 


            (B) held a convention; or 


            (C) raised money and filed the financial reports required by law. 


As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-6 


"Candidate" 


     Sec. 6. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), "candidate" means a person who: 


        (1) has taken the action necessary to qualify under Indiana law for listing on the ballot at an election or to 


become a write-in candidate; 


        (2) has publicly announced or declared candidacy for an elected office; or 


        (3) otherwise seeks nomination for or election to an elected office, regardless of whether the individual 


wins election to the office. 


    (b) As used in IC 3-9, an individual becomes a "candidate" when the individual, the candidate's committee, or 


a person acting with the consent of the individual: 


        (1) receives more than one hundred dollars ($100) in contributions; or 


        (2) makes more than one hundred dollars ($100) in expenditures. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.4-1991, SEC.1; P.L.3-1997, SEC.4. 







IC 3-5-2-7 


"Candidate's committee" 


     Sec. 7. "Candidate's committee" means: 


        (1) the principal political committee that each candidate is required to have under IC 3-9-1; or 


        (2) an exploratory committee established by a candidate who has not decided whether to become a 


candidate for a specific office. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.8-1992, SEC.2; P.L.3-1995, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-7.5 


"Caucus" 


     Sec. 7.5. As used in IC 3-9, "caucus" refers to a caucus to fill a candidate vacancy under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-


13-2. The term does not include a caucus to fill a vacant office under IC 3-13-5 or IC 3-13-11. 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.5. 


IC 3-5-2-8 


"Central committee" 


     Sec. 8. "Central committee" means a state committee, congressional district committee, county committee, 


city committee, or town committee of a political party. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-8.7 


Repealed 


    (Repealed by P.L.164-2006, SEC.143.) 


IC 3-5-2-9 


"Chairman" 


     Sec. 9. "Chairman" refers to the chairman of a central committee as follows: 


        (1) State chairman, chairman of a state committee. 


        (2) District chairman, chairman of a congressional district committee. 


        (3) County chairman, chairman of a county committee. 


        (4) City chairman, chairman of a city committee. 


        (5) Town chairman, chairman of a town committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-10 


"Chute" 


     Sec. 10. "Chute" means the area or pathway that extends fifty (50) feet in length, measured from the entrance 


to the polls. If the property line of the polling place is less than fifty (50) feet from the door or entrance to the 


polling place, the chute is measured from the exterior door or entrance to the polling place to one-half (1/2) the 


distance to the property line of the polling place nearest to the entrance to the polls. Whenever there are two (2) 


or more doors or entrances to the polls, the inspector of the precinct shall designate one (1) door or entrance as 


the door for voters to enter for the purpose of voting. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.69-2003, SEC.1; P.L.14-2004, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-11 


"City" 


     Sec. 11. "City" means a first class city, second class city, or third class city as classified under IC 36-4-1-1. 


The term does not include towns. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-11.5 


"Commission" 







     Sec. 11.5. "Commission" refers to the Indiana election commission established by IC 3-6-4.1-1. 


As added by P.L.8-1995, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-12 


"Consolidated city" 


     Sec. 12. "Consolidated city" refers to a first class city that has become a consolidated city under IC 36-3-1. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-13 


"Contestee" 


     Sec. 13. "Contestee" means a candidate whose nomination or election is being contested by a contestor. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-14 


"Contestor" 


     Sec. 14. "Contestor" means a person who initiates a proceeding to contest the result of an election. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-15 


"Contribution" 


     Sec. 15. (a) "Contribution" means a donation (whether characterized as an advance, a deposit, a gift, a loan, a 


subscription, or a contract or promise to make a donation) of property (as defined in IC 35-41-1) that satisfies 


both of the following: 


        (1) The donation is made for the purpose of influencing any of the following: 


            (A) The nomination or election to office of a candidate. 


            (B) The election of delegates to a state constitutional convention. 


            (C) The outcome of a public question. 


        (2) The donation is accepted by any of the following: 


            (A) A candidate. 


            (B) A candidate's committee. 


            (C) A regular party committee. 


            (D) A political action committee. 


            (E) A legislative caucus committee. 


    (b) Whenever funds are transferred from one (1) committee to another, the accepting committee is considered 


to be receiving a contribution in the amount of the funds transferred. 


    (c) Whenever a candidate or a committee accepts the personal services of a person whose compensation is 


being paid by a third person, the candidate or committee is considered to be receiving a contribution from the 


third person in the amount of the compensation paid. 


    (d) Notwithstanding subsection (a), whenever a candidate or a committee accepts the personal services of a 


volunteer who is not being compensated, the candidate or committee is not considered to be receiving a 


contribution. 


    (e) Notwithstanding subsection (a), whenever a political action committee accepts a donation of: 


        (1) rent; 


        (2) office expenses; 


        (3) management fees; 


        (4) costs of solicitations of contributions; or 


        (5) other administrative costs; 


the committee is not considered to be receiving a contribution. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.4; P.L.5-1989, SEC.2; P.L.3-1997, SEC.6. 


IC 3-5-2-16 


"Convention" 







     Sec. 16. "Convention" means an organized body of delegates assembled for the purpose of selecting their 


political party's nominees for elected offices. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-16.2 


"County voter registration office" 


     Sec. 16.2. "County voter registration office" means the following: 


        (1) A board of registration established under IC 3-7-12 or by a county executive acting under IC 3-7-12; 


        (2) A board of elections and registration established under IC 3-6-5.2 or IC 3-6-5.4. 


        (3) The office of the circuit court clerk, in a county in which a board has not been established under 


subdivision (1) or (2). 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.7. Amended by P.L.144-2001, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-16.5 


"Elderly" 


     Sec. 16.5. "Elderly" means a voter who is at least sixty-five (65) years of age. 


As added by P.L.4-1991, SEC.2. 


IC 3-5-2-17 


"Elected office" 


     Sec. 17. "Elected office" means a federal office, state office, legislative office, school board office, or local 


office. Political party offices (such as precinct committeeman and state convention delegate) are not considered 


to be elected offices. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-18 


"Election day" 


     Sec. 18. "Election day" refers to the calendar day on which an election is held. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-19 


"Election district" 


     Sec. 19. "Election district" means the area comprised by precincts where voters reside whose votes a 


candidate or committee proposes to influence. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-19.5 


"Election division" 


     Sec. 19.5. "Election division" refers to the election division of the secretary of state's office established by 


IC 3-6-4.2-1. 


As added by P.L.8-1995, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-20 


"Electorate" 


     Sec. 20. "Electorate" means all the voters eligible to vote in an election in the state or a political subdivision. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-21 


"Electronic voting system" 


     Sec. 21. "Electronic voting system" means a system in which: 


        (1) voters record their votes by activating touch-sensitive marking devices; and 







        (2) votes are counted by automatic tabulating machines. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.6-1986, SEC.2; P.L.3-1987, SEC.5. 


IC 3-5-2-21.5 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.221-2005, SEC.144.) 


IC 3-5-2-22 


"Executive" 


     Sec. 22. "Executive" means: 


        (1) board of county commissioners, for a county not having a consolidated city; 


        (2) mayor of the consolidated city, for a county having a consolidated city; 


        (3) mayor, for a city; 


        (4) president of the town council, for a town; or 


        (5) trustee, for a township. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.8-1989, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-23 


"Expenditure" 


     Sec. 23. (a) "Expenditure" means a disbursement (whether characterized as an advance, a deposit, a 


distribution, a gift, a loan, a payment, a purchase, or a contract or promise to make a disbursement) of property 


(as defined in IC 35-41-1) that: 


        (1) is made for the purpose of influencing: 


            (A) the nomination or election to office of a candidate; 


            (B) the election of delegates to a state constitutional convention; or 


            (C) the outcome of a public question; and 


        (2) is made by: 


            (A) an individual, except that a contribution made by an individual is not considered to be an 


expenditure; 


            (B) a candidate's committee; 


            (C) a regular party committee; or 


            (D) a political action committee. 


    (b) Whenever funds are transferred from one committee to another, the disbursing committee is considered to 


be making an expenditure in the amount of the funds transferred. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-23.2 


"Expedited basis" 


     Sec. 23.2. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), "expedited basis" refers to the processing of: 


        (1) a voter registration application; 


        (2) a cancellation of a voter registration application; 


        (3) a transfer of a voter registration application; or 


        (4) another document that creates or amends the voter registration record of an individual; 


not later than forty-eight (48) hours after the document is received by a county voter registration office or an 


agency required under IC 3-7 to transmit voter registration documents to a county voter registration office. 


    (b) If a voter registration application or other document listed in subsection (a) includes a partial Social 


Security number that must be submitted to the Commissioner of Social Security for verification under 42 U.S.C. 


405(r), "expedited basis" refers to the processing of the application or document not later than forty-eight (48) 


hours after the bureau of motor vehicles commission receives verification from the Commissioner regarding the 


partial Social Security number. 


As added by P.L.14-2004, SEC.2. 







IC 3-5-2-23.7 


"Fax" 


     Sec. 23.7. "Fax" refers to transmission of information by a facsimile (fax) machine. 


As added by P.L.126-2002, SEC.2. 


IC 3-5-2-24 


"Federal office" 


     Sec. 24. "Federal office" refers to President of the United States, Vice President of the United States, and 


Senator and Representative in the Congress of the United States. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-24.5 


"Filing" 


     Sec. 24.5. "Filing" means the following: 


        (1) For purposes of filing an electronic report under IC 3-9-4-4 or IC 3-9-5-7, when the requirements of 


IC 3-9-4-4 or IC 3-9-5-7 have been met. 


        (2) For all other purposes, when all of the following have occurred: 


            (A) The presentation of a document to an individual required to receive the document under this title. 


            (B) The receipt of the document by the individual. 


            (C) The recording of the date and time the document was received by the individual. 


As added by P.L.10-1988, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.126-2002, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-25 


"Fiscal body" 


     Sec. 25. "Fiscal body" means: 


        (1) county council, for a county not having a consolidated city; 


        (2) city-county council, for a consolidated city or county having a consolidated city; 


        (3) common council, for a second or third class city; 


        (4) town council, for a town; 


        (5) township board, for a township; or 


        (6) governing body or budget approval body, for any other political subdivision. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.8-1987, SEC.1; P.L.8-1989, SEC.2. 


IC 3-5-2-26 


"Fiscal officer" 


     Sec. 26. "Fiscal officer" means the city controller of a second class city or the clerk-treasurer of a town or 


third class city. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-26.2 


"HAVA" 


     Sec. 26.2. "HAVA" refers to the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 15301 through 15545). 


As added by P.L.209-2003, SEC.2. 


IC 3-5-2-26.5 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.4-1991, SEC.147.) 


IC 3-5-2-26.6 


"Independent" 


     Sec. 26.6. "Independent" means a candidate, or a ticket of candidates for President and Vice President of the 


United States or for governor and lieutenant governor, who states that the candidate or ticket is not affiliated 







with any political party. 


As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-26.7 


"Individual with a nontraditional residence" 


     Sec. 26.7. "Individual with a nontraditional residence" means a person who: 


        (1) does not reside in a private residential dwelling or an institutional structure; and 


        (2) maintains a mobile residence or usually sleeps in a shelter, public area, or public right-of-way. 


As added by P.L.12-1995, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-26.8 


"Lawful detention" 


     Sec. 26.8. "Lawful detention" has the meaning set forth in IC 35-41-1-18. 


As added by P.L.12-1995, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-27 


"Legislative body" 


     Sec. 27. "Legislative body" means the body having the power to adopt county, city, or town ordinances 


under IC 36-1-3-6. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-27.3 


"Legislative caucus committee" 


     Sec. 27.3. "Legislative caucus committee" means an organization that satisfies all of the following: 


        (1) The organization is organized by members of the general assembly who belong to the same state 


political party. 


        (2) The organization proposes to influence only the election of candidates for legislative office. 


        (3) The organization accepts contributions or makes expenditures that in the aggregate exceed one hundred 


dollars ($100) during a calendar year to influence only the election of candidates for legislative office. 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.9. 


IC 3-5-2-28 


"Legislative office" 


     Sec. 28. "Legislative office" refers to senator and representative in the general assembly. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-29 


"Local office" 


     Sec. 29. "Local office" means a circuit office, county office, city office, town office, township office, or 


other civil office for which the electorate of a political subdivision votes. The term includes all elected offices 


other than federal, state, legislative, and school board offices. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-30 


"Major political party" 


     Sec. 30. "Major political party" refers to: 


        (1) with respect to the state, either of the two (2) parties whose nominees received the highest and second 


highest numbers of votes statewide for secretary of state in the last election; or 


        (2) with respect to a political subdivision, either of the two (2) parties whose nominees received the highest 


and second highest numbers of votes in that political subdivision for secretary of state in the last election. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 







IC 3-5-2-31 


"Marking device" 


     Sec. 31. "Marking device" means: 


        (1) a pencil for marking a paper ballot or ballot card; or 


        (2) an approved touch-sensitive device that automatically registers a vote on an electronic voting system. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.6-1986, SEC.3; P.L.3-1987, SEC.6; P.L.221-2005, SEC.5. 


IC 3-5-2-32 


"Municipality" 


     Sec. 32. "Municipality" means a city or town. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-32.5 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.176-1999, SEC.132.) 


IC 3-5-2-32.7 


"Nomination date" 


     Sec. 32.7. "Nomination date" refers to the following: 


        (1) For candidates nominated in a primary election, the date of the primary election. 


        (2) For candidates nominated in a convention, the date the convention is scheduled to be called to order, 


according to the call of the convention issued by the political party. 


        (3) For candidates selected to fill a ballot vacancy, the date the certificate of selection of the candidate is 


filed under IC 3-13-1-15 or IC 3-13-2-8. 


        (4) For candidates nominated by petition, the final date the petition of nomination is permitted to be filed 


under IC 3-8-6-10(c). 


        (5) For write-in candidates, the final date the candidate's declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate is 


permitted to be filed under IC 3-8-2-4. 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.176-1999, SEC.2. 


IC 3-5-2-33 


"Nominee" 


     Sec. 33. "Nominee" means a candidate: 


        (1) nominated by a political party at a primary election or convention under this title as the party's 


candidate for an elected office in a general, municipal, or special election; or 


        (2) nominated by petition for an elected office. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-33.5 


"NVRA" 


     Sec. 33.5. "NVRA" refers to the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg). 


As added by P.L.12-1995, SEC.5. 


IC 3-5-2-33.7 


"NVRA official" 


     Sec. 33.7. "NVRA official" refers to the designee under IC 3-7-11-1. 


As added by P.L.8-1995, SEC.5. 


IC 3-5-2-33.8 


"Office" 


     Sec. 33.8. "Office" refers to the office of census data established by IC 2-5-1.1-12.2. 


As added by P.L.212-2001, SEC.8. Amended by P.L.1-2002, SEC.7. 







IC 3-5-2-33.9 


"Optical scan ballot" 


     Sec. 33.9. (a) "Optical scan ballot" means a card or another paper on which votes are: 


        (1) recorded by marking the card or paper in ink or pencil; and 


        (2) tabulated by an optical system that reads the marks on the card or paper. 


    (b) "Optical scan voting system" means a voting system using optical scan ballots. 


As added by P.L.239-2001, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-34 


"Organization" 


     Sec. 34. "Organization" means a person that is not an individual. The term includes a business firm or 


corporation, a limited liability company, a labor organization, a religious organization, a political club, a trustee, 


a receiver, or any other type of association or group of individuals. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.8-1993, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-34.5 


"Overseas voter" 


     Sec. 34.5. "Overseas voter" refers to any of the following: 


        (1) An absent uniformed services voter who, by reason of active duty or service, is absent from the United 


States on the date of the election involved. 


        (2) A person who resides outside the United States and is qualified to vote in the last place in which the 


person was domiciled before leaving the United States. 


        (3) A person who resides outside the United States and, but for such residence, would be qualified to vote 


in the last place in which the person was domiciled before leaving the United States. 


As added by P.L.14-1993, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.12-1995, SEC.6; P.L.3-1997, SEC.12; P.L.126-2002, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-34.7 


"Paper ballot" 


     Sec. 34.7. (a) "Paper ballot" refers to a ballot that is: 


        (1) marked by a voter using a pen or pencil; and 


        (2) designed to be counted by hand and not counted on an automatic tabulating machine. 


    (b) "Paper ballot" does not include a ballot card. 


As added by P.L.58-2005, SEC.2. 


 


IC 3-5-2-35 


"Paster" 


     Sec. 35. "Paster" means a sticker that is used to correct the name of a candidate on ballots whenever: 


        (1) a new candidate is appointed or selected under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2; or 


        (2) a change must be made to correct any error; after the ballots are printed and before the election. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.7. 


IC 3-5-2-36 


"Person" 


     Sec. 36. "Person" means an individual or an organization. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-37 


"Political action committee" 


     Sec. 37. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), "political action committee" means an organization located 


within or outside Indiana that satisfies all of the following: 


        (1) The organization proposes to influence: 


            (A) the election of a candidate for state, legislative, local, or school board office; or 







            (B) the outcome of a public question. 


        (2) The organization accepts contributions or makes expenditures during a calendar year: 


            (A) to influence the election of a candidate for state, legislative, local, or school board office or the 


outcome of a public question that will appear on the ballot in Indiana; and 


            (B) that in the aggregate exceed one hundred dollars ($100). 


        (3) The organization is not any of the following: 


            (A) An auxiliary party organization. 


            (B) A legislative caucus committee. 


            (C) A regular party committee. 


            (D) A candidate's committee. 


    (b) A corporation or labor organization that makes a contribution in accordance with IC 3-9-2 or makes an 


expenditure is not considered a political action committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.8; P.L.7-1990, SEC.1; P.L.3-1995, SEC.5; 


P.L.3-1997, SEC.13; P.L.2-1998, SEC.2; P.L.176-1999, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-38 


"Political subdivision" 


     Sec. 38. "Political subdivision" means a county, city, town, township, school corporation, public library, 


local housing authority, fire protection district, public transportation corporation, local building authority, local 


hospital authority or corporation, local airport authority, special service district, special taxing district, or other 


type of local governmental corporate entity. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-39 


"Polls" 


     Sec. 39. "Polls" means the room in a structure where the voters of a precinct vote by casting ballots. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.9. 


IC 3-5-2-40 


"Precinct" 


     Sec. 40. "Precinct" means a subdivision of a county or township established for election purposes. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-40.1 


"Precinct election officer" 


     Sec. 40.1. "Precinct election officer" means a person appointed to serve in a precinct as one (1) of the 


following: 


        (1) Inspector. 


        (2) Judge. 


        (3) Poll clerk. 


        (4) Assistant poll clerk. 


        (5) Election sheriff. 


As added by P.L.3-1987, SEC.10. 


IC 3-5-2-40.5 


"Proof of identification" 


     Sec. 40.5. "Proof of identification" refers to a document that satisfies all the following: 


        (1) The document shows the name of the individual to whom the document was issued, and the name 


conforms to the name in the individual's voter registration record. 


        (2) The document shows a photograph of the individual to whom the document was issued. 


        (3) The document includes an expiration date, and the document: 


            (A) is not expired; or 







            (B) expired after the date of the most recent general election. 


        (4) The document was issued by the United States or the state of Indiana. 


As added by P.L.109-2005, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-40.6 


"Provisional ballot" 


     Sec. 40.6. "Provisional ballot" refers to a ballot cast in accordance with the provisions of IC 3-11.7. 


As added by P.L.126-2002, SEC.5. 


IC 3-5-2-40.7 


"Provisional voter" 


     Sec. 40.7. "Provisional voter" refers to an individual who is entitled to cast a provisional ballot under IC 3-


11.7. 


As added by P.L.126-2002, SEC.6. 


IC 3-5-2-41 


"Public question" 


     Sec. 41. "Public question" means a constitutional amendment, proposition, or other issue submitted to the 


electorate at an election. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-41.5 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.221-2005, SEC.145.) 


IC 3-5-2-41.6 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.221-2005, SEC.145.) 


IC 3-5-2-41.7 


"Registration agency" 


     Sec. 41.7. "Registration agency" refers to any of the following: 


        (1) The bureau of motor vehicles. 


        (2) Any other agency at which individuals may register to vote under IC 3-7. 


As added by P.L.126-2002, SEC.7. 


IC 3-5-2-42 


"Regular party committee" 


     Sec. 42. "Regular party committee" means: 


        (1) a central committee; or 


        (2) a national committee of a political party. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.6. 


IC 3-5-2-42.5 


"Residence" 


     Sec. 42.5. "Residence" means the place: 


        (1) where a person has the person's true, fixed, and permanent home and principal establishment; and 


        (2) to which the person has, whenever absent, the intention of returning. 


As added by P.L.12-1995, SEC.7. 







IC 3-5-2-43 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.3-1987, SEC.570.) 


IC 3-5-2-44 


"School board" 


     Sec. 44. "School board" means the fiscal body of a school corporation. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-45 


"School board office" 


     Sec. 45. "School board office" refers to an elected position on the school board of a school corporation. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-46 


"School corporation" 


     Sec. 46. "School corporation" refers to a public school corporation established under IC 20. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-47 


"School district" 


     Sec. 47. "School district" means the taxing district of a school corporation. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-48 


"State office" 


     Sec. 48. "State office" refers to governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of 


state, superintendent of public instruction, attorney general, justice of the supreme court, judge of the court of 


appeals, and judge of the tax court. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.14-2004, SEC.3. 


IC 3-5-2-48.5 


"Testing authority" 


     Sec. 48.5. "Testing authority" means an independent test authority or independent laboratory: 


        (1) as described in the Voting System Standards issued by the Federal Election Commission on April 30, 


2002; or 


        (2) accredited under Section 231 of HAVA (42 U.S.C. 15371). 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.14. Amended by P.L.126-2002, SEC.8; P.L.66-2003, SEC.2; P.L.221-2005, 


SEC.6. 


IC 3-5-2-49 


"Town" 


     Sec. 49. "Town" refers to an incorporated town of any population. The term does not include cities. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.7. 


IC 3-5-2-49.3 


"Uniformed services" 


     Sec. 49.3. "Uniformed services" means the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard, the 


commissioned corps of the Public Health Service, and the commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and 


Atmospheric Administration. 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.15. 







IC 3-5-2-49.6 


"United States" 


     Sec. 49.6. "United States", as used in section 34.5 of this chapter, means any of the states of the United 


States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands, and American 


Samoa. 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.16. 


IC 3-5-2-49.9 


"Vote center" 


     Sec. 49.9. (a) "Vote center" means a polling place where a voter who resides in the county in which the vote 


center is located may vote without regard to the precinct in which the voter resides. 


    (b) This section expires December 31, 2010. 


As added by P.L.164-2006, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.108-2008, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-50 


"Voter" 


     Sec. 50. "Voter" means a person who is qualified and registered to vote in an election. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-50.1 


"Voter identification number" 


     Sec. 50.1. "Voter identification number" refers to the number determined for a voter under IC 3-7-13-13. 


As added by P.L.199-2001, SEC.1. 


IC 3-5-2-50.2 


"Voter with disabilities" 


     Sec. 50.2. "Voter with disabilities" means a voter who has a permanent or temporary physical disability, as 


set forth in 42 U.S.C. 1973ee-6(4). 


As added by P.L.4-1991, SEC.3. 


 


IC 3-5-2-50.4 


"Voter's bill of rights" 


     Sec. 50.4. "Voter's bill of rights" refers to the statement prescribed by the commission under IC 3-5-8. 


As added by P.L.126-2002, SEC.9. 


IC 3-5-2-50.6 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.221-2005, SEC.145.) 


IC 3-5-2-51 


"Voting mark" 


     Sec. 51. "Voting mark" means a cross mark or check mark (X or .). 


As added by P.L.6-1986, SEC.4. 


IC 3-5-2-52 


"Voting method" 


     Sec. 52. "Voting method" means the use of: 


        (1) paper ballots; 


        (2) ballot card voting systems; 


        (3) electronic voting systems; or 


        (4) any combination of these; 







to register votes in a precinct. 


As added by P.L.3-1987, SEC.11. Amended by P.L.221-2005, SEC.7. 


IC 3-5-2-53 


"Voting system" 


     Sec. 53. "Voting system" means, as provided in 42 U.S.C. 15481: 


        (1) the total combination of mechanical, electromechanical, or electronic equipment (including the 


software, firmware, and documentation required to program, control, and support that equipment) that is used: 


            (A) to define ballots; 


            (B) to cast and count votes; 


            (C) to report or display election results; and 


            (D) to maintain and produce any audit trail information; and 


        (2) the practices and associated documentation used: 


            (A) to identify system components and versions of those components; 


            (B) to test the system during its development and maintenance; 


            (C) to maintain records of system errors and defects; 


            (D) to determine specific system changes to be made to a system after the initial qualification of the 


system; and 


            (E) to make available any materials to the voter (such as notices, instructions, forms, or paper ballots). 


As added by P.L.4-1991, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.209-2003, SEC.3; P.L.164-2006, SEC.2. 


IC 3-5-2-54 


"Write-in candidate" 


     Sec. 54. "Write-in candidate" means a candidate: 


        (1) who has filed a declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate; and 


        (2) whose declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate has been accepted by the appropriate authority 


under IC 3-8-2-5 and IC 3-8-2-6. 


As added by P.L.4-1991, SEC.6. 
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IC 3-6-5 
     Chapter 5. County Election Boards 


IC 3-6-5-1 


Establishment 


     Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), a board is established in each county of the state known as 


the (name of county) county election board. 


    (b) A county election board is not established in the following counties: 


        (1) A county having a population of more than four hundred thousand (400,000) but less than seven 


hundred thousand (700,000). 


        (2) A county having a population of more than one hundred forty-eight thousand (148,000) but less than 


one hundred seventy thousand (170,000). 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1993, SEC.11; P.L.144-2001, SEC.2; P.L.170-2002, SEC.4. 


IC 3-6-5-2 


Membership 


     Sec. 2. The following three (3) members comprise each county election board: 


        (1) The circuit court clerk, who is ex officio a member of the board. 


        (2) Two (2) persons appointed by the circuit court clerk, one (1) from each of the major political parties of 


the county. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-3 


Candidates for office as members of board or proxies of record; circuit court clerk as member of 


candidate's committee 


     Sec. 3. (a) A person who is a candidate for elected office or a member of a candidate's committee may not be 


appointed as: 


        (1) a member of a county election board; 


        (2) a proxy of record for a member under section 4.5 of this chapter; or 


        (3) an alternate proxy of record for a member under section 4.5 of this chapter. 


    (b) If an appointed member, a proxy, or an alternate proxy becomes: 


        (1) a candidate for elected office; or 


        (2) a member of a candidate's committee; 


the member, proxy, or alternate proxy may not continue to serve on the county election board. 


    (c) An appointed member, a proxy, or an alternate proxy may not hold elected office while serving on the 


county election board. 


    (d) The circuit court clerk may not be a member of a candidate's committee other than the clerk's own 


candidate's committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.24; P.L.3-1997, SEC.34; P.L.9-2004, SEC.2; 


P.L.230-2005, SEC.6. 


IC 3-6-5-4 


Appointment of members; term of office 


     Sec. 4. The board members appointed by the circuit court clerk serve until their successors are appointed and 


qualified. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1997, SEC.35. 







IC 3-6-5-4.5 


Proxy of record; alternate proxy 


     Sec. 4.5. (a) A member may appoint an individual to serve as a proxy of record in the member's place as a 


member of the county election board by filing a written instrument appointing the proxy of record with the 


circuit court clerk. The proxy of record has the same authority to act and vote on all matters as does the 


member. The member may revoke the authority of the proxy of record at any time. The authority of the proxy of 


record may be either limited or general with regard to duration or subject matter as set forth by the member in 


the written instrument appointing the proxy. 


    (b) If both the member and the member's proxy of record are unavailable, the member may appoint another 


individual in writing to serve as an alternate proxy in the member's place as a member of the county election 


board. The alternate proxy has the same authority to act and vote on all matters as does the member. The 


member may revoke the authority of the alternate proxy at any time. The authority of the alternate proxy may be 


either limited or general with regard to duration or subject matter as set forth by the member in the written 


instrument appointing the proxy. 


As added by P.L.4-1991, SEC.14. 


IC 3-6-5-5 


Nominations by county chairmen 


     Sec. 5. The county chairman of each of the major political parties of a county may nominate, in writing, a 


member of the chairman's party for appointment to the county election board. The circuit court clerk shall 


appoint the nominee to the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1997, SEC.36. 


IC 3-6-5-6 


Removal of member upon request of county chairman 


     Sec. 6. A circuit court clerk shall remove any member of the county election board upon the request of the 


county chairman of the political party that nominated that member. The clerk then shall appoint a new member 


nominated by the county chairman. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-7 


Vacancies 


     Sec. 7. In case of a vacancy in the office of either appointee to a county election board, the circuit court clerk 


shall, within five (5) days, send written notice of the vacancy to the county chairman of the appointee's political 


party. The chairman may, within five (5) days after receiving notice of the vacancy, nominate in writing a 


successor who shall be appointed. If the chairman fails to make a nomination within the five (5) day period, the 


clerk shall, within another five (5) days, appoint a member of the political party entitled to the appointment. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.25; P.L.7-1990, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-8 


Chairman of county election board; secretary 


     Sec. 8. The members of a county election board shall select one (1) of the appointed members to serve as 


chairman. The circuit court clerk shall serve as secretary of the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-9 


Compensation of members and secretary 


     Sec. 9. Each county fiscal body shall determine, in the manner provided by law, the compensation of: 


        (1) the appointed members of the county election board; and 


        (2) the circuit court clerk for the clerk's services as secretary of the county election board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1993, SEC.12. 







IC 3-6-5-10 


Office space 


     Sec. 10. Each county executive shall furnish to the county election board necessary office space either in the 


county courthouse or in some other conveniently located building. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-11 


Chairman to call meetings 


     Sec. 11. The chairman of a county election board shall call a meeting of the board whenever the chairman 


considers it necessary for the performance of the board's duties. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-12 


Failure of chairman to call meeting 


     Sec. 12. If the chairman of a county election board for any reason fails to call a meeting of the board, then 


the two (2) other members may meet to execute the powers and perform the duties of the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-13 


Minutes of meetings 


     Sec. 13. Each county election board shall keep minutes of all meetings of the board, including a written 


record of the aye and nay vote of each member on all questions coming before the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-14 


Powers and duties 


     Sec. 14. (a) Each county election board, in addition to duties otherwise prescribed by law, shall do the 


following: 


        (1) Adopt and amend a written plan to implement NVRA within the county. 


        (2) Conduct all elections and administer the election laws within the county, except as provided in IC 3-8-5 


and IC 3-10-7 for town conventions and municipal elections in certain small towns. 


        (3) Prepare all ballots. 


        (4) Distribute all ballots and pasters to all of the precincts in the county. 


    (b) This subsection does not apply to pasters to be attached to ballots during the final three (3) days before an 


election. Not later than the Monday before distributing ballots, pasters, and voting systems to the precincts in 


the county, the county election board shall notify the county chairman of each major political party and, upon 


request, the chairman of any other bona fide political party in the county, that sample ballots and pasters are 


available for inspection. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.26; P.L.11-1988, SEC.1; P.L.3-1993, SEC.13; 


P.L.12-1995, SEC.18; P.L.2-1996, SEC.5; P.L.3-1997, SEC.37; P.L.221-2005, SEC.9. 


IC 3-6-5-14.5 


Delegation of duties of circuit court clerk; resolution 


     Sec. 14.5. (a) The county election board, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the board, may 


adopt a resolution providing that certain duties and responsibilities exercised by the circuit court clerk under this 


title shall be performed by an employee of the county election board. 


    (b) A resolution adopted under this section: 


        (1) must specify the duties and responsibilities to be exercised by the election board employee; 


        (2) may not be amended or repealed, except by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the county 


election board; and 


        (3) expires sixty (60) days after the circuit court clerk who was a member of the county election board 







when the resolution was adopted leaves office. 


As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.14. 


IC 3-6-5-15 


Political subdivisions with territory in more than one county 


     Sec. 15. Except as otherwise provided by law, whenever a political subdivision (as defined in IC 36-1-2-13 


and other than a county) contains territory in more than one (1) county, the county election board of the county 


that contains the greatest percentage of population of the political subdivision shall conduct all elections for the 


political subdivision. This section does not apply to countywide elections. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.5-1989, SEC.6. 


IC 3-6-5-16 


Budget estimates 


     Sec. 16. Each county election board shall prepare annually a budget estimate itemizing its expenditures for 


the previous year and its estimates of the amount of money necessary to be appropriated for the next year. The 


board shall submit the budget estimate at the time and in the manner and form other county budget estimates are 


required to be filed. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-17 


Reports to election division; contents 


     Sec. 17. (a) Each county election board shall submit a report to the election division after each primary, 


special, municipal, and general election describing the activities of the board during the previous year. The 


board shall include the following in the report: 


        (1) Information relating to the expenses of office maintenance and elections within the county or political 


subdivisions within the county. 


        (2) A copy of the statement of the county election board containing the votes cast for each candidate and 


on each public question in each precinct at the last election preceding the submission of the report. 


        (3) Any additional information relating to elections that the commission prescribes. 


    (b) The report described in subsection (a) must be postmarked, hand delivered, or transmitted to the election 


division using the computerized list under IC 3-7-26.3 not later than fourteen (14) days after each election. 


    (c) The election division shall send a copy of each report to the office not later than ten (10) days after 


receiving the report. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.8; P.L.3-1993, SEC.15; P.L.2-1996, SEC.6; 


P.L.3-1997, SEC.38; P.L.212-2001, SEC.9; P.L.209-2003, SEC.14. 


IC 3-6-5-17.5 


Report concerning absentee ballots from overseas and uniformed services voters 


     Sec. 17.5. (a) As required by 42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1(c), each county election board shall submit a report to the 


election division after each general election setting forth the combined number of absentee ballots: 


        (1) transmitted by the county election board to absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters for the 


election; and 


        (2) returned by absent uniformed services voters and overseas voters and cast in the election. 


    (b) The report must be: 


        (1) postmarked or hand delivered to the election division not later than fourteen (14) days after the 


election; and 


        (2) in the form prescribed by the federal Election Assistance Commission under Section 703(b) of HAVA 


(42 U.S.C. 1973ff-1 (note)). 


As added by P.L.209-2003, SEC.15. 


 


 







IC 3-6-5-18 


Circuit court clerk to perform duties of clerk or secretary 


     Sec. 18. Each circuit court clerk shall perform all duties imposed upon the clerk under this title as a member 


of the county election board or as secretary of the board, except when the clerk is acting as the registration 


officer of the county. Any such action taken by the clerk is considered an action of the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-19 


Circuit court clerk; exercise of powers and duties of board 


     Sec. 19. A circuit court clerk, with the approval of the county election board, shall exercise the powers and 


perform the duties imposed upon the board whenever the facilities of the clerk's office make it more reasonable 


and efficient for the clerk to do so. Any action taken by the clerk with the approval of the board is considered an 


action of the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-20 


Deputy election commissioners; appointment and removal; residency 


     Sec. 20. A county election board may appoint and at its pleasure remove deputy election commissioners. A 


deputy election commissioner appointed under this section must reside in the county of the election board that 


appointed the deputy commissioner. If a deputy election commissioner ceases to be a resident of the county of 


the election board that appointed the deputy election commissioner, the person may not continue to serve as a 


deputy election commissioner of the county. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.5-1989, SEC.7. 


IC 3-6-5-21 


Designation of deputy election commissioners by county chairmen 


     Sec. 21. The county chairmen of the major political parties of a county shall designate the deputy election 


commissioners. The deputy election commissioners must be divided equally between the major political parties. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-22 


Deputy election commissioner's duties 


     Sec. 22. The deputy election commissioners appointed under section 21 of this chapter may assist the county 


election board in carrying out its duties in accordance with rules adopted by the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-23 


Clerks, custodians, and employees; students serving as nonpartisan assistants 


     Sec. 23. (a) A county election board may appoint and at its pleasure remove clerks, custodians, and other 


employees that are necessary in the execution of its powers. The county election board may determine the 


duties, rank, and salaries of its appointees. 


    (b) The county election board may employ students enrolled at postsecondary educational institutions 


(including community colleges) to assist in the administration of elections by serving as nonpartisan assistants, 


in accordance with the requirements of the Help America Vote College Program conducted by the Election 


Assistance Commission under 42 U.S.C. 15521. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.209-2003, SEC.16; P.L.2-2007, SEC.9. 


IC 3-6-5-24 


Candidates for elected office; service as deputy election commissioner or employment by county board 


     Sec. 24. A person who is a candidate for elected office may not be: 


        (1) appointed as a deputy election commissioner; or 


        (2) employed by a county election board. 







If a deputy election commissioner or employee of a county election board becomes a candidate for elected 


office, the person may not continue to serve as a deputy election commissioner or employee of a county election 


board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.27. 


IC 3-6-5-25 


Audit of books of county election board 


     Sec. 25. The books of each county election board shall be audited as are the books of other public officials of 


the county. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-26 


Examination of persons; administration of oaths 


     Sec. 26. A county election board may examine under oath any person with regard to a material matter 


connected with the proper discharge of its duties. Any member of the board may administer the oath. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-27 


Subpoena power 


     Sec. 27. A county election board may subpoena persons and papers and compel the witnesses to answer 


under oath any questions that properly come before the board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-28 


Service of process 


     Sec. 28. The sheriff of a county, for a general election, and the chief law enforcement officer of a 


municipality, for a municipal election, shall serve all processes issued by a county election board. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-29 


Refusal of person to attend or testify; court order; contempt 


     Sec. 29. If a person subpoenaed by a county election board refuses to attend or testify, the board shall report 


that fact to a circuit or superior court of the county. The court shall order the witness to attend and testify. If the 


witness fails or refuses to obey the order, the witness shall be held in contempt. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-30 


Witness fees 


     Sec. 30. A witness who is subpoenaed by a county election board is entitled to be paid the same mileage and 


fee to which witnesses in court actions are entitled. Mileage and fees shall be paid as other election expenses are 


paid. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-31 


Election law violations; investigation; action by board 


     Sec. 31. If a county election board determines that there is substantial reason to believe an election law 


violation has occurred, it shall expeditiously make an investigation. If in the judgment of the board, after 


affording due notice and an opportunity for a hearing, a person has engaged or is about to engage in an act or 


practice that constitutes or will constitute a violation of a provision of this title or of a rule or order issued under 


this title, the board shall take the action it considers appropriate under the circumstances, including referring the 


matter to the attorney general or the appropriate prosecuting attorney. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 







IC 3-6-5-32 


Civil action by attorney general or prosecuting attorney; injunctions 


     Sec. 32. Upon referral under section 31 of this chapter, the attorney general or prosecuting attorney shall 


institute on behalf of the state a civil action for relief, including a permanent or temporary injunction, 


restraining order, or other appropriate order in a circuit or superior court in the county in which the person is 


found, resides, or transacts business. Upon a proper showing that the person has engaged or is about to engage 


in the act or practice described by section 31 of this chapter, the court shall grant a permanent or temporary 


injunction, restraining order, or other order without bond. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-33 


Assistance by law enforcement officers 


     Sec. 33. The county sheriff, the chief law enforcement officer of a municipality within the county, and other 


law enforcement officers shall assist a county election board, upon request, in the enforcement of the election 


laws and the discharge of its duties, including the use of police radio and telephone service on election days. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.2. 


IC 3-6-5-34 


Appeal of county election board decision; time to file 


     Sec. 34. Except as expressly provided by statute, an appeal may be taken from a decision of a county 


election board to the circuit court. An appeal taken under this section must be filed not later than thirty (30) 


days after the board makes the decision subject to the appeal. 


As added by P.L.230-2005, SEC.7. 


IC 3-6-5-35 


Failure to perform duty as precinct election officer; civil penalty 


     Sec. 35. (a) An individual who knowingly, recklessly, or negligently fails to perform a duty as a precinct 


election officer required by this title is subject to a civil penalty under this section in addition to any other 


penalty imposed. 


    (b) If the county election board determines, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the board, that an 


individual serving as a precinct election officer has failed to perform a duty required by this title, the board shall 


assess the individual a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500). 


    (c) A civil penalty assessed under this section may be deducted from any compensation that the individual 


may otherwise be entitled to under IC 3-6-6. 


As added by P.L.230-2005, SEC.8. 
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IC 3-9 


    ARTICLE 9. CAMPAIGNS 


 


IC 3-9-1 
     Chapter 1. Campaign Committees 


IC 3-9-1-1 


Application of chapter 


     Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), this chapter applies to candidates in all elections and 


caucuses and to the following types of committees: 


        (1) Candidate's committees. 


        (2) Regular party committees. 


        (3) Political action committees. 


        (4) Legislative caucus committees. 


    (b) This chapter does not apply to the following: 


        (1) A candidate for a local office for which the compensation is less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) per 


year unless the candidate is required to file a written instrument designating a principal committee under section 


5.5 of this chapter. 


        (2) A candidate for school board office unless the candidate is required to file a written instrument 


designating a principal committee under section 5.5 of this chapter. 


        (3) Elections for precinct committeeman or delegate to a state convention. 


        (4) An auxiliary party organization. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.139; P.L.4-1991, SEC.44; P.L.3-1993, SEC.81; 


P.L.3-1995, SEC.63; P.L.3-1997, SEC.169; P.L.26-2000, SEC.8. 


IC 3-9-1-1.5 


Deadline for filing statement of organization; determination of existence of regular party committee 


     Sec. 1.5. (a) This section does not apply to a national committee of a political party. 


    (b) For purposes of determining the deadline for filing a statement of organization under section 3 of this 


chapter, a committee becomes a regular party committee when the committee accepts contributions or makes 


expenditures during a calendar year: 


        (1) to influence the election of a candidate for state, legislative, or local office; and 


        (2) that total more than one hundred dollars ($100). 


As added by P.L.9-2004, SEC.12. Amended by P.L.164-2006, SEC.60. 


IC 3-9-1-2 


Chairman and treasurer 


     Sec. 2. Each committee must have a chairman and a treasurer who are ex officio members of the committee. 


A person may not make an expenditure or accept a contribution for or on behalf of a committee without the 


authorization of its chairman or treasurer. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 


IC 3-9-1-3 


Statement of organization; filing 


     Sec. 3. Each committee must file a statement of organization not later than noon ten (10) days after it 


becomes a committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.62; P.L.2-1996, SEC.93; P.L.3-1997, SEC.170; 


P.L.126-2002, SEC.32. 







IC 3-9-1-4 


Statement of organization; content 


     Sec. 4. A committee must include in its statement of organization the following: 


        (1) The name and address of the committee. 


        (2) The purpose for which the committee is formed, unless the committee is a candidate's committee that 


identifies a specific office sought by the candidate. 


        (3) The name and address of the chairman and treasurer. 


        (4) If applicable, the name, address, office sought, and political party affiliation or independent status of 


each candidate whom the committee is supporting. 


        (5) If the committee is a legislative caucus committee, political action committee, or regular party 


committee and is supporting the entire ticket of a political party, the name of the party. 


        (6) If the committee is a political action committee supporting or opposing a public question, a brief 


statement of the question supported or opposed. 


        (7) A listing of all banks, safety deposit boxes, and other depositories used. 


        (8) Other information prescribed by the commission under IC 3-6-4.1-14(a)(3). 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1993, SEC.82; P.L.3-1997, SEC.171; P.L.176-1999, 


SEC.37. 


IC 3-9-1-5 


Principal committee; designation by written instrument 


     Sec. 5. (a) This section does not apply to the following candidates: 


        (1) A candidate for a local office for which the compensation is less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) per 


year. 


        (2) A candidate for a school board office. 


    (b) Each candidate shall have a principal committee. 


    (c) A candidate shall file a written instrument designating the name of the principal committee and the names 


of the chairman and treasurer of the committee. The written instrument must be filed not later than the earliest 


of the following: 


        (1) Noon ten (10) days after becoming a candidate. 


        (2) Noon seven (7) days after the final date and hour for filing any of the following, whichever applies to 


the candidate: 


(A) A declaration of candidacy under IC 3-8-2. 


            (B) A petition of nomination under IC 3-8-6. 


            (C) A certificate of nomination under IC 3-8-7-8. 


            (D) A certificate of candidate selection under IC 3-13-1 or IC 3-13-2. 


            (E) A declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate under IC 3-8-2. 


        (3) The date a candidate is required to file the candidate's first campaign finance report under IC 3-9-5. 


    (d) This designation may be made on the same instrument as the statement of organization required from the 


principal committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.140; P.L.10-1988, SEC.63; P.L.8-1992, SEC.6; 


P.L.3-1995, SEC.64; P.L.26-2000, SEC.9; P.L.199-2001, SEC.16. 


IC 3-9-1-5.5 


Principal committee; candidates for school board or certain local offices; designation by written 


instrument 


     Sec. 5.5. (a) This section applies to the following candidates: 


        (1) A candidate for a local office for which the compensation is less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) per 


year. 


        (2) A candidate for a school board office. 


    (b) A candidate shall have a principal committee. 


    (c) Not later than noon ten (10) days after either: 


        (1) the candidate receives more than five hundred dollars ($500) in contributions; or 







        (2) the candidate makes more than five hundred dollars ($500) in expenditures; 


whichever occurs first, the candidate shall file a written instrument designating the name of the principal 


committee and the names of the chairman and treasurer of the committee. 


    (d) This designation may be made on the same instrument as the statement of organization required from the 


principal committee. 


As added by P.L.26-2000, SEC.10. 


IC 3-9-1-6 


Failure to file written instrument; designation of committee 


     Sec. 6. If a candidate fails to file the instrument required by section 5 or 5.5 of this chapter, the candidate's 


principal committee is designated as "the ____________(insert the name of the candidate) for _________ 


(insert the title of the office sought by the candidate) committee". The candidate is then both chairman and 


treasurer of the committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.26-2000, SEC.11. 


IC 3-9-1-7 


Candidate as chairman or treasurer 


     Sec. 7. A candidate may be chairman, treasurer, or both chairman and treasurer of the candidate's committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 


IC 3-9-1-8 


Candidate as ex officio member 


     Sec. 8. A candidate is an ex officio member of the candidate's committee. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 


IC 3-9-1-9 


Repealed 


    (Repealed by P.L.3-1993, SEC.281.) 


IC 3-9-1-10 


Report of change in information 


     Sec. 10. A committee shall report any change in information previously submitted in a statement of 


organization within ten (10) days following the change. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 


IC 3-9-1-11 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.4-1991, SEC.147.) 


IC 3-9-1-12 


Dissolution of committee 


     Sec. 12. (a) A committee may disband at any time in the manner prescribed by this section. 


    (b) The commission or a county election board may administratively disband a committee in the manner 


prescribed by this section. 


    (c) The commission has exclusive jurisdiction to disband any of the following: 


        (1) A candidate's committee for state office. 


        (2) A candidate's committee for legislative office. 


        (3) A legislative caucus committee. 


        (4) A political action committee that has filed a statement or report with the election division. 


        (5) A regular party committee that has filed a statement or report with the election division. 


    (d) A county election board has exclusive jurisdiction to disband any of the following: 


        (1) A candidate's committee for a local office. 







        (2) A candidate's committee for a school board office. 


        (3) A political action committee that has filed a statement or report with the election board, unless the 


political action committee has also filed a report with the election division. 


        (4) A regular party committee that has filed a statement or report with the election board, unless the regular 


party committee has also filed a report with the election division. 


    (e) The commission or a county election board may administratively disband a committee in the following 


manner: 


        (1) Not later than the last Friday of January of each year, the election division or county election board 


shall review the list of committees that have filed statements of organization with the division or board under 


this article. 


        (2) If the election division or county election board determines both of the following, the election division 


or county election board may begin a proceeding before the commission or board to administratively disband 


the committee: 


            (A) The committee has not filed any report of expenditures during the previous three (3) calendar years. 


            (B) The committee last reported cash on hand in an amount that does not exceed one thousand dollars 


($1,000), if the committee filed a report under this article. 


        (3) The election division or county election board shall provide notice of the proceeding by certified mail 


to the last known address of the chairman and treasurer of the committee. 


        (4) The commission or board may issue an order administratively dissolving the committee and waiving 


any outstanding civil penalty previously imposed by the commission or board, if the commission or board 


makes the following findings: 


            (A) There is no evidence that the committee continues to receive contributions, make expenditures, or 


otherwise function as a committee. 


            (B) The prudent use of public resources makes further efforts to collect any outstanding civil penalty 


imposed against the committee wasteful or unjust. 


            (C) According to the best evidence available to the commission or board, the dissolution of the 


committee will not impair any contract or impede the collection of a debt or judgment by any person. 


        (5) The election division shall arrange for the publication in the Indiana Register of an order 


administratively disbanding a committee. A county election board shall publish a notice under IC 5-3-1 stating 


that the board has disbanded a committee under this subsection. The notice must state the date of the order and 


the name of the committee, but the board is not required to publish the text of the order. 


        (6) An order issued under this subsection takes effect immediately upon its adoption, unless otherwise 


specified in the order. 


    (f) If the chairman or treasurer of a committee wishes to disband the committee, the committee must do either 


of the following: 


        (1) Give written notification of the dissolution and transfer a surplus of contributions less expenditures to 


any one (1) or a combination of the following: 


            (A) One (1) or more regular party committees. 


            (B) One (1) or more candidate's committees. 


            (C) The election division. 


            (D) An organization exempt from federal income taxation under Section 501 of the Internal Revenue 


Code. 


            (E) Contributors to the committee, on a pro rata basis. 


        (2) Use the surplus in any other manner permitted under IC 3-9-3-4. 


    (g) Except as provided in subsection (e) concerning the waiver of civil penalties, a dissolution or transfer of 


funds does not relieve the committee or the committee's members from civil or criminal liability. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.13-1987, SEC.1; P.L.8-1992, SEC.7; P.L.3-1993, SEC.83; 


P.L.2-1996, SEC.94; P.L.3-1997, SEC.172; P.L.176-1999, SEC.38; P.L.126-2002, SEC.33. 


IC 3-9-1-13 


Treasurer of committee; qualifications 


     Sec. 13. A treasurer of a committee: 







        (1) must be a United States citizen; 


        (2) may not be the chairman of a committee except in the case of a candidate under section 7 of this 


chapter; 


        (3) must be appointed treasurer in writing as required by section 14 of this chapter; and 


        (4) must file the written instrument of appointment as required by section 15 of this chapter. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.8-1992, SEC.8. 


IC 3-9-1-14 


Appointment or designation of treasurer 


     Sec. 14. The chairman of a committee shall appoint or designate the treasurer of the committee in a written 


instrument. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.65. 


IC 3-9-1-15 


Filing notice of appointment or designation 


     Sec. 15. The treasurer of a committee shall file a notice of the treasurer's written appointment or designation 


with the election division or the county election board, as required by IC 3-9-5-2, IC 3-9-5-3, or IC 3-9-5-4. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.141; P.L.10-1988, SEC.64; P.L.2-1996, SEC.95; 


P.L.3-1997, SEC.173. 


IC 3-9-1-16 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.8-1992, SEC.43.) 


IC 3-9-1-17 


Repealed 


     (Repealed by P.L.8-1992, SEC.43.) 


IC 3-9-1-18 


Treasurer serving on more than one committee 


     Sec. 18. A treasurer of one committee may be the treasurer of 


another committee unless the treasurer is a candidate. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 


IC 3-9-1-19 


Removal of chairman or treasurer 


     Sec. 19. (a) A committee may remove a person appointed or designated chairman or treasurer by the 


committee without assigning a cause. The committee may also appoint or designate the successor of the 


removed chairman or treasurer. 


    (b) Upon removal, the treasurer shall immediately account for and turn over to the treasurer's successor in 


office the value then in the treasurer's possession. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.65; P.L.4-1991, SEC.46; P.L.3-1993, SEC.84. 


IC 3-9-1-20 


All money or property to be handled by treasurer 


     Sec. 20. All money or other property collected or received by a committee or by a member of it for a 


political purpose shall be paid over to and made to pass through the hands of the treasurer of the committee. 


Similarly, all money or other property must be disbursed by the treasurer. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 







IC 3-9-1-21 


Expenditure or disbursement of money; approval of committee 


     Sec. 21. The treasurer of a committee may not expend or disburse money or other property or incur any 


liability except by the authority and subject to the direction of the committee for which the treasurer is acting. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 


IC 3-9-1-22 


Vouchers for disbursements 


     Sec. 22. Disbursements may be made by a voucher drawn by the chairman of a committee on the treasurer 


and presented to the treasurer for payment. The voucher must show the specific purpose for which the money is 


being expended. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 


IC 3-9-1-23 


Accounts and records 


     Sec. 23. The treasurer of a committee shall keep a detailed and exact account of the information required to 


be reported under this article. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1997, SEC.174. 


IC 3-9-1-24 


Preservation of receipted bills and checks 


     Sec. 24. (a) The treasurer of a committee shall obtain and keep 


receipted bills, cancelled checks, or other proof of payment, stating the particulars for each expenditure made by 


or on behalf of a committee: 


        (1) of more than twenty-five dollars ($25); and 


        (2) for a smaller amount, if the aggregate amount of the expenditures to the same person during a year 


exceeds twenty-five dollars ($25). 


    (b) The treasurer shall preserve all receipted bills and accounts required to be kept by this section for: 


        (1) three (3) years; or 


        (2) one (1) year after the date of dissolution of the committee; 


whichever occurs first. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.142. 


IC 3-9-1-25 


Solicitation and receipt of contributions by member 


     Sec. 25. (a) A member of a committee that has appointed a treasurer in accordance with this chapter may 


solicit or receive contributions as long as the member immediately turns over the contributions without 


diminution to the treasurer of the committee, to be disbursed and accounted for by the treasurer as provided by 


this article. The treasurer shall show, in the treasurer's account and statement and in addition to the requirements 


of IC 3-9-5, through what member of the committee any contributions were received. 


    (b) A contribution is considered to be received and accepted by a committee when any member of the 


committee: 


        (1) has physical possession of the contribution; and 


        (2) manifests an intent to keep the contribution by depositing the contribution, subject to IC 3-9-5-14(c). 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.176-1999, SEC.39. 


IC 3-9-1-25.5 


Calendar year in which contribution made 


     Sec. 25.5. For purposes of this article, a person makes a contribution during the calendar year in which the 


person relinquishes control over the contribution by: 


        (1) depositing the contribution in the United States mail; or 







        (2) transferring the contribution to any other person who has been directed to convey the contribution to 


the person intended to be the recipient of the contribution. 


As added by P.L.176-1999, SEC.40. 


IC 3-9-1-26 


Other persons receiving or disbursing funds; requirements and obligations 


     Sec. 26. A person, except a person authorized by the treasurer of a committee and a member of a committee, 


who receives or disburses money for a political purpose is subject to all the requirements, obligations, and 


penalties to which the treasurer of a committee is subject. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 







 


 








IC 3-9-2


Chapter 2. Campaign Contributions


IC 3-9-2-1
Application of chapter


Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c), this
chapter applies to candidates in all elections and caucuses and to the
following types of committees:


(1) Candidate's committees.
(2) Regular party committees.
(3) Political action committees.
(4) A legislative caucus committee.


(b) Sections 2 through 10 of this chapter do not apply to elections
for precinct committeeman or delegate to a state convention.


(c) Section 9 of this chapter applies to a candidate only if the
candidate is required to file a written instrument designating a
principal committee under IC 3-9-1-5 or IC 3-9-1-5.5.


(d) Sections 9 and 10 of this chapter apply to an auxiliary party
organization.
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.143;
P.L.3-1993, SEC.85; P.L.3-1995, SEC.66; P.L.3-1997, SEC.175;
P.L.26-2000, SEC.12.


IC 3-9-2-2
Candidates


Sec. 2. Except as otherwise provided in this article, a candidate
may make a voluntary payment of money to a treasurer of a
committee for a purpose permitted by this article.
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5.


IC 3-9-2-3
Corporations, labor organizations, and national banks


Sec. 3. (a) Notwithstanding IC 23-15-5 or any other statute, a
corporation or labor organization may make a contribution to aid in
the:


(1) election or defeat of a candidate; or
(2) the success or defeat of:


(A) a political party; or
(B) a public question submitted to a vote in an election.


(b) Contributions by a corporation or labor organization are
limited to those authorized by sections 4, 5, and 6 of this chapter.


(c) A national bank or a corporation organized by authority of any
law of Congress must comply with contribution restrictions
applicable to Indiana elections under 2 U.S.C. 441b.
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.11-1987, SEC.3;
P.L.7-1990, SEC.29; P.L.14-1992, SEC.1; P.L.3-1997, SEC.176.


IC 3-9-2-4
Corporations or labor organizations; limitation on contributions


Sec. 4. During a year a corporation or labor organization may not







make total contributions in excess of:
(1) an aggregate of five thousand dollars ($5,000) apportioned
in any manner among all candidates for state offices (including
a judge of the court of appeals whose retention in office is voted
on by a district that does not include all of Indiana);
(2) an aggregate of five thousand dollars ($5,000) apportioned
in any manner among all state committees of political parties;
(3) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned
in any manner among all candidates for the senate of the
general assembly;
(4) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned
in any manner among all candidates for the house of
representatives of the general assembly;
(5) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned
in any manner among regular party committees organized by a
legislative caucus of the senate of the general assembly;
(6) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned
in any manner among regular party committees organized by a
legislative caucus of the house of representatives of the general
assembly;
(7) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned
in any manner among all candidates for school board offices
and local offices; and
(8) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned
in any manner among all central committees other than state
committees.


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.144;
P.L.10-1988, SEC.66.


IC 3-9-2-5
Contributions or donations to specific candidate or committee


Sec. 5. (a) A contribution:
(1) authorized under subsection (c) or section 4 of this chapter;
(2) to a committee by a corporation or labor organization; and
(3) designated by that corporation or labor organization for
disbursement to a specific candidate, central committee, or
other regular party committee;


is subject to the limitations in section 4 of this chapter.
(b) A corporation or labor organization may make a donation to


cover any amount of administrative costs (as described in
IC 3-5-2-15(e)) to a political action committee established and
controlled by the corporation or labor organization. A donation made
under this subsection is not considered a contribution or an
expenditure by the corporation or labor organization.


(c) A corporation or labor organization may make a contribution
to a political action committee if the contribution:


(1) does not exceed any of the limits prescribed under section
4 of this chapter; and
(2) is designated for disbursement to a specific candidate or
committee listed under section 4 of this chapter.







As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.67;
P.L.3-1995, SEC.67; P.L.8-1995, SEC.36; P.L.2-1996, SEC.96;
P.L.3-1997, SEC.177.


IC 3-9-2-6
Exceptions


Sec. 6. Sections 4 and 5 of this chapter do not apply to the
following:


(1) Nonpartisan registration and get-out-the-vote campaigns:
(A) by a corporation aimed at its stockholders and
employees; or
(B) by a trade association or labor organization aimed at its
members.


(2) A contribution or transfer by an incorporated nonpartisan
political action committee to any other committee.
(3) A contribution supporting or opposing the approval of a
public question submitted to the electorate of the entire state or
a local public question.


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.7-1990, SEC.30.


IC 3-9-2-7
Election contest expenses


Sec. 7. This article does not limit or affect the right of a person to
expend money for proper legal expenses in maintaining or contesting
the result of an election.
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5.


IC 3-9-2-8
Contributions from national committee


Sec. 8. A central committee may accept contributions from the
national committee or the national congressional committee of a
political party to be expended for purposes authorized by this article.
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5.


IC 3-9-2-9
Transfer of contributions to treasurer; segregation of funds


Sec. 9. (a) Each person who accepts a contribution for a
committee shall, on demand of the treasurer of the committee, and in
any case within thirty (30) days after receipt of the contribution,
transfer to the treasurer the actual contribution if it is money or a
detailed account if it is other than money.


(b) The transfer must include the actual monetary value and the
information about the contribution required to be reported by the
treasurer under IC 3-9-5-14.


(c) This subsection applies to a committee that accepts
contributions or makes expenditures in an aggregate amount of more
than two hundred dollars ($200) in a year. All funds of a committee
must be segregated from, and may not be commingled with, the
personal funds of officers, members, or associates of the committee.
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.7-1990, SEC.31;







P.L.3-1997, SEC.178.


IC 3-9-2-10
Solicitation of funds; notice


Sec. 10. An individual, an organization, or a committee shall
include in all literature and advertisements soliciting contributions:


(1) the notice required under IC 3-9-3-2.5; and
(2) any notice required under Section 6113 of the Internal
Revenue Code (26 U.S.C. 6113).


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.68;
P.L.5-1989, SEC.29; P.L.3-1997, SEC.179.


IC 3-9-2-11
Foreign nationals


Sec. 11. A foreign national (as defined in 2 U.S.C. 441e(b)) may
not make a contribution in connection with:


(1) an election;
(2) a convention; or
(3) a caucus in which a candidate is selected;


under this title.
As added by P.L.3-1995, SEC.68.


IC 3-9-2-12
Prohibited period; legislative candidates


Sec. 12. (a) This section does not apply to:
(1) a member of the general assembly; or
(2) a candidate's committee of a member of the general
assembly;


with respect to an office other than a legislative office to which the
member seeks election.


(b) As used in this section, "affected person" refers to any of the
following:


(1) An individual who holds a legislative office.
(2) A candidate for a legislative office.


(c) As used in this section, "prohibited period" means the period:
(1) beginning on the day in January in each odd-numbered year
the general assembly reconvenes under IC 2-2.1-1-2; and
(2) through the day the general assembly adjourns sine die in an
odd-numbered year under IC 2-2.1-1-2.


(d) During the prohibited period, an affected person, an affected
person's candidate's committee, and a legislative caucus committee
may not do any of the following:


(1) Solicit campaign contributions.
(2) Accept campaign contributions.
(3) Conduct other fundraising activities. This subdivision does
not prohibit an affected person from participating in party
activities conducted by a regular party committee.


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.180.


IC 3-9-2-13







Contributions that violate statutes; state agencies


Sec. 13. An individual may not solicit or receive a contribution in
violation of the following statutes:


(1) IC 4-23-7-3.5 (Indiana Library and Historical Department).
(2) IC 4-23-7.1-38 (Indiana State Library).
(3) IC 4-23-7.2-17 (Indiana Historical Bureau).
(4) IC 8-23-2-3 (Indiana Department of Transportation).
(5) IC 14-9-7-1 and IC 14-10-3-10 (Department of Natural
Resources).


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.181. Amended by P.L.176-1999,
SEC.41.









		Page 1

		Page 2

		Page 3

		Page 4

		Page 5






Information Maintained by the Office of Code Revision Indiana Legislative Services Agency 


01/19/2009 07:46:56 AM EST 


IC 3-9-4 
     Chapter 4. Administration by Election Division and County Election Boards 


IC 3-9-4-1 


Application of chapter 


     Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), this chapter applies to candidates in all elections and 


caucuses and to the following types of committees: 


        (1) Candidate's committees. 


        (2) Regular party committees. 


        (3) Political action committees. 


        (4) A legislative caucus committee. 


    (b) This chapter does not apply to the following: 


        (1) A candidate for a local office for which the compensation is less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) per 


year unless the candidate is required to file a written instrument designating a principal committee under IC 3-9-


1-5.5. 


        (2) Elections for precinct committeeman or delegate to a state convention. 


        (3) A candidate for a school board office unless the candidate is required to file a written instrument 


designating a principal committee under IC 3-9-1-5.5. 


        (4) An auxiliary party organization. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.146; P.L.3-1993, SEC.88; P.L.3-1995, SEC.71; 


P.L.3-1997, SEC.184; P.L.26-2000, SEC.13. 


IC 3-9-4-2 


Forms 


     Sec. 2. The election division shall furnish forms prescribed by the commission for making the reports and 


statements required to be filed under this article. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.97; P.L.3-1997, SEC.185. 


IC 3-9-4-3 


Information manual 


     Sec. 3. The commission shall prepare, publish, and furnish to candidates and all interested persons on request 


a manual setting forth recommended uniform methods of bookkeeping and reporting and shall summarize all 


the requirements of this article. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.98. 


IC 3-9-4-4 


Filing, coding, and cross-indexing system; computer system; standardized software program; electronic 


submission 


     Sec. 4. (a) The election division shall develop a filing and coding system consistent with the purposes of this 


article. The election division and each county election board shall use the filing and coding system. The coding 


system must provide: 


        (1) not more than ten (10) codes to account for various campaign expenditure items; and 


        (2) a clear explanation of the kinds of expenditure items that must be accounted for under each code. 


    (b) The election division shall develop and use a computer system to store campaign finance reports required 


to be filed under IC 3-9-5-6, IC 3-9-5-10, and IC 3-9-5-20.1. The computer system must enable the election 


division to do the following: 


        (1) Identify all candidates or committees that received contributions from a contributor over the past three 


(3) years. 


        (2) Identify all contributors to a candidate or committee over the past three (3) years. 


        (3) Provide for electronic submission, retrieval, storage, and disclosure of campaign finance reports of 







candidates for the following: 


            (A) Legislative office. 


            (B) State office. 


        The election division shall provide training at no cost to candidates to enable candidates described in this 


subdivision to file campaign finance reports electronically. 


    (c) The election division shall notify each candidate's committee that the election division will provide at the 


committee's request at no cost a standardized software program to permit the committee to install the software 


on a computer and generate an electronic version of the reports and statements required to be filed with the 


election division under this article. However, the election division is not required to provide or alter the 


software program to make the program compatible for installation or operation on a specific computer. 


    (d) This subsection applies to the following committees: 


        (1) A committee for a candidate seeking election to a state office. 


        (2) A political action committee that has received more than fifty thousand dollars ($50,000) in 


contributions since the close of the previous reporting period. 


The committee must file electronically the report or statement required under this article with the election 


division using a standardized software program supplied to the committee without charge under subsection (c) 


or another format approved by the election division. An electronic filing approved by the election division 


under this subsection may not require manual reentry into a computer system of the data contained in the report 


or statement in order to make the data available to the general public under subsection (g). 


    (e) This subsection applies to an electronic submission under subsection (b)(3). An electronic submission 


must be in a format previously approved by the commission that permits the election division to print out a hard 


copy of the report after the receipt of the electronic submission from the candidate. Filing of a report occurs 


under IC 3-5-2-24.5 on the date and at the time electronically recorded by the election division's computer 


system. If a discrepancy exists between the text of the electronic submission and the printed report, the text of 


the printed report prevails until an amendment is filed under this article to correct the discrepancy. 


    (f) The election division is not required to accept an electronic submission unless the submission complies 


with subsection (b)(3). Upon receiving approval from the commission, the election division may accept an 


electronic submission from candidates, committees, or persons described in subsection (b)(3). 


    (g) The election division shall make campaign finance reports stored on the computer system under 


subsection (b) available to the general public through an on-line service. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.99; P.L.4-1996, SEC.33; P.L.3-1997, SEC.186; 


P.L.176-1999, SEC.43; P.L.126-2002, SEC.34; P.L.45-2003, SEC.1; P.L.221-2005, SEC.19; P.L.164-2006, 


SEC.61. 


IC 3-9-4-5 


Reports and statements; public inspection and copying; sale of information copied 


     Sec. 5. (a) The election division and each county election board shall make the reports and statements filed 


with them available for public inspection and copying, commencing as soon as practicable but not later than the 


end of the second business day following the day during which they were received. 


    (b) The election division and the county election boards shall also permit copying of a report or statement by 


hand or by duplicating machine, as requested, at the expense of the person and subject to IC 5-14-3-8. 


Inspection and copying of records contained on the computer system described in section 4(b) of this chapter 


are subject to IC 5-14-3. 


    (c) A person may not sell information copied from reports and statements under this section or use it for a 


commercial purpose. However, this restriction does not apply to a newspaper, magazine, book, or other 


communication with a principal purpose other than communicating contributor information: 


        (1) to solicit contributions; or 


        (2) for other commercial purposes. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.70; P.L.8-1992, SEC.9; P.L.2-1996, SEC.100; 


P.L.4-1996, SEC.34; P.L.3-1997, SEC.187. 







IC 3-9-4-6 


Preservation of reports and statements 


     Sec. 6. (a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c), the election division and each county election board 


shall preserve reports and statements for four (4) years from December 1 following the election to which they 


pertain, unless the records are in litigation. 


    (b) This subsection applies to reports and statements filed by a person that seeks to influence the election or 


retention of an individual to an office with a term of more than four (4) years. The election division and each 


county election board shall preserve the reports and statements subject to this subsection until the final 


December 1 before the expiration of the term for the office, unless the records are in litigation. 


    (c) If a report is a duplicate of a report required to be filed under the federal Election Campaign Act (2 U.S.C. 


431 et seq.), the report may be discarded on January 1 of the second year after the report was filed. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.72; P.L.2-1996, SEC.101; P.L.3-1997, SEC.188; 


P.L.66-2003, SEC.22. 


IC 3-9-4-7 


List of statements 


     Sec. 7. The election division and each county election board shall compile and maintain a current list of all 


statements or parts of statements pertaining to each candidate, committee, and public question. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.102; P.L.3-1997, SEC.189. 


IC 3-9-4-8 


Annual report 


     Sec. 8. (a) The election division shall prepare and make available to the public an annual report including 


compilations of total reported contributions and expenditures for all candidates, committees, and other persons 


during the year. 


    (b) Each county election board may prepare an annual report that includes compilations of total reported 


contributions and expenditures for all candidates, committees, and other persons within the county during the 


year. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.147; P.L.2-1996, SEC.103; P.L.3-1997, 


SEC.190. 


IC 3-9-4-9 


Annual compilations 


     Sec. 9. The election division and each county election board may prepare and publish annual compilations 


of: 


        (1) total amounts expended according to categories it determines and broken down into: 


            (A) candidate; 


            (B) party; 


            (C) legislative caucus committee; and 


            (D) political action committee; 


        expenditures on the state, legislative, and local levels; 


        (2) total amounts expended for influencing nominations and elections stated separately; and 


        (3) total amounts contributed according to categories of amounts it determines and broken down into 


contributions on the state, legislative, and local levels for candidates and committees. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.104; P.L.3-1997, SEC.191. 


IC 3-9-4-10 


Special reports 


     Sec. 10. The election division and each county election board may prepare and publish special reports from 


time to time comparing the various totals and categories of contributions and expenditures made with respect to 


previous elections. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.105; P.L.3-1997, SEC.192. 







IC 3-9-4-11 


Miscellaneous reports 


     Sec. 11. The election division and each county election board may prepare and publish other reports they 


consider appropriate. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.106; P.L.3-1997, SEC.193. 


IC 3-9-4-12 


Repealed 


    (Repealed by P.L.3-1995, SEC.157.) 


IC 3-9-4-13 


Audits; investigations 


     Sec. 13. The election division and each county election board shall make audits and field investigations from 


time to time with respect to reports and statements filed under this article and with respect to an alleged failure 


to file a report or statement required under this article. The election division may request the state board of 


accounts to assist in the performance of audits the election division considers necessary, and the state board of 


accounts may perform the audits that are requested. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.2-1996, SEC.107; P.L.3-1997, SEC.194. 


IC 3-9-4-14 


Examination of statements of organization or reports; campaign finance reports 


     Sec. 14. (a) The election division and each county election board shall do all of the following: 


        (1) Ascertain whether candidates, committees, or other persons have: 


            (A) failed to file statements of organization or reports; or 


            (B) filed defective statements of organization or reports. 


        (2) Give the following notices: 


            (A) To delinquents to file a statement of organization or a report immediately upon receipt of the notice. 


A delinquency notice for a report must be given not later than thirty (30) days after the date the report was 


required to be filed. The election division or a county election board may, but is not required to, give 


delinquency notices at other times. 


            (B) To persons filing defective reports to make a supplemental statement or report correcting all defects 


not later than noon five (5) calendar days after receipt of the notice. 


        (3) Make available for public inspection a list of delinquents and persons who have failed to file the 


required supplemental statement or report. The election division and each county election board shall post a list 


of delinquents in a public place at or near the entrance of the commission's or board's respective offices. 


    (b) The election division shall mail: 


        (1) to each candidate required to file a campaign finance report with the election division; and 


        (2) twenty-one (21) days before the campaign finance reports are due; 


the proper campaign finance report forms and a notice that states the date the campaign finance reports are due. 


The election division is required to mail notices and forms only to candidates for state offices and legislative 


offices. A county election board may, but is not required to, implement this subsection for candidates for local 


offices. 


    (c) Notwithstanding any notice given to a delinquent under subsection (a) or (b), the delinquent remains 


liable for a civil penalty in the full amount permitted under this chapter for failing to file a campaign finance 


report or statement of organization not later than the date and time prescribed under this article. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.73; P.L.2-1996, SEC.108; P.L.3-1997, SEC.195; 


P.L.176-1999, SEC.44; P.L.14-2004, SEC.71. 


IC 3-9-4-15 


Hearings 


     Sec. 15. A member of the commission, the co-directors, with the authorization of the commission, or a 


member of a county election board may conduct a hearing or an investigation, take evidence, and report back to 







the commission or board for its consideration and action. 


As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.8-1995, SEC.37. 


IC 3-9-4-16 


Civil penalties; election commission 


     Sec. 16. (a) In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who does any of the following is subject to a 


civil penalty under this section: 


        (1) Fails to file with the election division a report in the manner required under IC 3-9-5. 


        (2) Fails to file a statement of organization required under IC 3-9-1. 


        (3) Is a committee or a member of a committee who disburses or expends money or other property for any 


political purpose before the money or other property has passed through the hands of the treasurer of the 


committee. 


        (4) Makes a contribution other than to a committee subject to this article or to a person authorized by law 


or a committee to receive contributions on the committee's behalf. 


        (5) Is a corporation or labor organization that exceeds any of the limitations on contributions prescribed by 


IC 3-9-2-4. 


        (6) Makes a contribution in the name of another person. 


        (7) Accepts a contribution made by one (1) person in the name of another person. 


        (8) Is not the treasurer of a committee subject to this article, and pays any expenses of an election or a 


caucus except as authorized by this article. 


        (9) Commingles the funds of a committee with the personal funds of an officer, a member, or an associate 


of the committee. 


        (10) Wrongfully uses campaign contributions in violation of IC 3-9-3-4. 


        (11) Violates IC 3-9-2-12. 


        (12) Fails to designate a contribution as required by IC 3-9-2-5(c). 


        (13) Violates IC 3-9-3-5. 


        (14) Serves as a treasurer of a committee in violation of any of the following: 


            (A) IC 3-9-1-13(1). 


            (B) IC 3-9-1-13(2). 


            (C) IC 3-9-1-18. 


        (15) Fails to comply with section 4(d) of this chapter. 


    (b) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) for 


filing a defective report or statement. If the commission determines that a person failed to file the amended 


report or statement of organization not later than noon five (5) days after being given notice under section 14 of 


this chapter, the commission may assess a civil penalty. The penalty is ten dollars ($10) for each day the report 


is late after the expiration of the five (5) day period, not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) plus any 


investigative costs incurred and documented by the election division. The civil penalty limit under this 


subsection applies to each report separately. 


    (c) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) for a 


delinquent report or statement. If the commission determines that a person failed to file the report or statement 


of organization by the deadline prescribed under this article, the commission shall assess a civil penalty. The 


penalty is fifty dollars ($50) for each day the report or statement is late, with the afternoon of the final date for 


filing the report or statement being calculated as the first day. The civil penalty under this subsection may not 


exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the election 


division. The civil penalty limit under this subsection applies to each report separately. 


    (d) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(3), (a)(4), (a)(6), 


(a)(7), (a)(8), (a)(9), or (a)(10). If the commission determines that a person is subject to a civil penalty under 


subsection (a), the commission may assess a civil penalty of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), plus 


any investigative costs incurred and documented by the election division. 


    (e) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(5). If the 


commission determines that a person is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(5), the commission may 


assess a civil penalty of not more than three (3) times the amount of the contribution in excess of the limit 







prescribed by IC 3-9-2-4, plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the election division. 


    (f) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(11). If the 


commission determines that a candidate or the candidate's committee has violated IC 3-9-2-12, the commission 


shall assess a civil penalty equal to the greater of the following, plus any investigative costs incurred and 


documented by the election division: 


        (1) Two (2) times the amount of any contributions received. 


        (2) One thousand dollars ($1,000). 


    (g) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(12). If the 


commission determines that a corporation or a labor organization has failed to designate a contribution in 


violation of IC 3-9-2-5(c), the commission shall assess a civil penalty equal to the greater of the following, plus 


any investigative costs incurred and documented by the election division: 


        (1) Two (2) times the amount of the contributions undesignated. 


        (2) One thousand dollars ($1,000). 


    (h) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(13). If the 


commission determines, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the commission, that a person has 


violated IC 3-9-3-5, the commission may assess a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500), 


plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the election division. 


    (i) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(14). If the 


commission determines, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the commission, that a person has 


served as the treasurer of a committee in violation of any of the statutes listed in subsection (a)(14), the 


commission may assess a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500), plus any investigative costs 


incurred and documented by the election division. 


    (j) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(15). The 


commission may assess a civil penalty equal to the costs incurred by the election division for the manual entry 


of the data contained in the report or statement, plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the 


election division. 


    (k) All civil penalties collected under this section shall be deposited with the treasurer of state in the 


campaign finance enforcement account. 


    (l) Proceedings of the commission under this section are subject to IC 4-21.5. 


As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.89. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.74; P.L.2-1996, SEC.109; P.L.4-1996, SEC.35; 


P.L.3-1997, SEC.196; P.L.66-2003, SEC.23; P.L.14-2004, SEC.72; P.L.221-2005, SEC.20. 


IC 3-9-4-17 


Civil penalties; county election board 


     Sec. 17. (a) In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who does any of the following is subject to a 


civil penalty under this section: 


        (1) Fails to file with a county election board a report in the manner required under IC 3-9-5. 


        (2) Fails to file a statement of organization required under IC 3-9-1. 


        (3) Is a committee or a member of a committee who disburses or expends money or other property for any 


political purpose before the money or other property has passed through the hands of the treasurer of the 


committee. 


        (4) Makes a contribution other than to a committee subject to this article or to a person authorized by law 


or a committee to receive contributions in the committee's behalf. 


        (5) Is a corporation or labor organization that exceeds any of the limitations on contributions prescribed by 


IC 3-9-2-4. 


        (6) Makes a contribution in the name of another person. 


        (7) Accepts a contribution made by one (1) person in the name of another person. 


        (8) Is not the treasurer of a committee subject to this article, and pays any expenses of an election or a 


caucus except as authorized by this article. 


        (9) Commingles the funds of a committee with the personal funds of an officer, a member, or an associate 


of the committee. 


        (10) Wrongfully uses campaign contributions in violation of IC 3-9-3-4. 







        (11) Fails to designate a contribution as required by IC 3-9-2-5(c). 


        (12) Violates IC 3-9-3-5. 


        (13) Serves as a treasurer of a committee in violation of any of the following: 


            (A) IC 3-9-1-13(1). 


            (B) IC 3-9-1-13(2). 


            (C) IC 3-9-1-18. 


    (b) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) for 


filing a defective report or statement. If the county election board determines that a person failed to file the 


report or a statement of organization not later than noon five (5) days after being given notice under section 14 


of this chapter, the county election board may assess a civil penalty. The penalty is ten dollars ($10) for each 


day the report is late after the expiration of the five (5) day period, not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) 


plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. The civil penalty limit under this subsection 


applies to each report separately. 


    (c) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(1) or (a)(2) for a 


delinquent report or statement. If the county election board determines that a person failed to file the report or 


statement of organization by the deadline prescribed under this article, the board shall assess a civil penalty. The 


penalty is fifty dollars ($50) for each day the report is late, with the afternoon of the final date for filing the 


report or statement being calculated as the first day. The civil penalty under this subsection may not exceed one 


thousand dollars ($1,000) plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. The civil penalty 


limit under this subsection applies to each report separately. 


    (d) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(3), (a)(4), (a)(6), 


(a)(7), (a)(8), (a)(9), or (a)(10). If the county election board determines that a person is subject to a civil penalty 


under subsection (a), the board may assess a civil penalty of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), plus 


any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. 


    (e) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(5). If the county 


election board determines that a person is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(5), the board may 


assess a civil penalty of not more than three (3) times the amount of the contribution in excess of the limit 


prescribed by IC 3-9-2-4, plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. 


    (f) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(11). If the county 


election board determines that a corporation or a labor organization has failed to designate a contribution in 


violation of IC 3-9-2-5(c), the board shall assess a civil penalty equal to the greater of the following, plus any 


investigative costs incurred and documented by the board: 


        (1) Two (2) times the amount of the contributions undesignated. 


        (2) One thousand dollars ($1,000). 


    (g) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(12). If the county 


election board determines, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the board, that a person has violated 


IC 3-9-3-5, the board may assess a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500), plus any 


investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. 


    (h) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(13). If the county 


election board determines, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the board, that a person has served as 


the treasurer of a committee in violation of any of the statutes listed in subsection (a)(13), the board may assess 


a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500), plus any investigative costs incurred and 


documented by the board. 


    (i) All civil penalties collected under this section shall be deposited with the county treasurer to be deposited 


by the county treasurer in a separate account to be known as the campaign finance enforcement account. The 


funds in the account are available, with the approval of the county fiscal body, to augment and supplement the 


funds appropriated for the administration of this article. 


    (j) Money in the campaign finance enforcement account does not revert to the county general fund at the end 


of a county fiscal year. 


    (k) Proceedings of the county election board under this section are subject to IC 4-21.5. 


As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.90. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.75; P.L.3-1997, SEC.197; P.L.66-2003, 


SEC.24; P.L.14-2004, SEC.73. 







IC 3-9-4-18 


Delinquent or defective report 


     Sec. 18. (a) As used in this section, "delinquent or defective report" refers to a campaign finance report or 


statement of organization: 


        (1) that was required to be filed under IC 3-9-5 but was not filed in the manner required under IC 3-9-5; 


and 


        (2) for which a person was assessed a civil penalty under section 16 or 17 of this chapter. 


    (b) As used in this section, "election board" refers to the following: 


        (1) The commission if a civil penalty was assessed under section 16 of this chapter. 


        (2) The county election board if a civil penalty was assessed under section 17 of this chapter. 


    (c) As used in this section, "person" refers to a person who: 


        (1) has been assessed a civil penalty under section 16 or 17 of this chapter; and 


        (2) has filed a declaration of candidacy, a petition of nomination, or a declaration of intent to be a write-in 


candidate in a subsequent election or for whom a certificate of nomination has been filed. 


    (d) A person who does both of the following is relieved from further civil liability under this chapter for the 


delinquent or defective report: 


        (1) Files the delinquent report or amends the defective report from the previous candidacy: 


            (A) before filing a report required under IC 3-9-5-6; or 


            (B) at the same time the person files the report required under IC 3-9-5-6; 


        for a subsequent candidacy. 


(2) Pays all civil penalties assessed under section 16 or 17 of this chapter for the delinquent report. 


    (e) This subsection applies to a person who: 


        (1) is assessed a civil penalty under this chapter; and 


        (2) is elected to office in the subsequent election. 


The election board may order the auditor of state or the fiscal officer of the political subdivision responsible for 


issuing the person's payment for serving in office to withhold from the person's paycheck the amount of the 


civil penalty assessed under this chapter. If the amount of the paycheck is less than the amount of the civil 


penalty, the auditor or fiscal officer shall continue withholding money from the person's paycheck until an 


amount equal to the amount of the civil penalty has been withheld. 


    (f) The auditor of state or fiscal officer shall deposit an amount paid, recovered, or withheld under this section 


in the election board's campaign finance enforcement account. 


    (g) Proceedings of the election board under this section are subject to IC 4-21.5. 


As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.91. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.76; P.L.2-1996, SEC.110; P.L.3-1997, 


SEC.198; P.L.176-1999, SEC.45. 


IC 3-9-4-19 


Waiver or reduction of civil penalty 


     Sec. 19. Notwithstanding section 16 or 17 of this chapter, if upon the unanimous vote of its entire 


membership, the commission or a county election board finds that imposition of a civil penalty required to be 


imposed would be unjust under the circumstances, the commission or board may do either of the following: 


        (1) Waive the penalty. 


        (2) Reduce the penalty to an amount specified by the commission or the board. 


As added by P.L.3-1997, SEC.199. 


IC 3-9-4-20 


Settlement agreement to pay proposed civil penalty 


     Sec. 20. (a) Notwithstanding section 16 of this chapter, if a person is notified by the election division that the 


commission may assess a proposed civil penalty under this article against the person, the person may enter into 


an agreement with the election division to pay the proposed penalty and waive a hearing before the commission 


otherwise required under section 16 of this chapter. 


    (b) An agreement entered into under this section must: 


        (1) provide for the payment of the entire proposed civil penalty not later than the date of the execution of 







the agreement; and 


        (2) be presented to the commission by the election division for ratification at the commission's next 


regularly scheduled meeting. 


As added by P.L.221-2005, SEC.21. 
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IC 5-14-1.5 
     Chapter 1.5. Public Meetings (Open Door Law) 


IC 5-14-1.5-1 


Purpose 


     Sec. 1. In enacting this chapter, the general assembly finds and declares that this state and its political 


subdivisions exist only to aid in the conduct of the business of the people of this state. It is the intent of this 


chapter that the official action of public agencies be conducted and taken openly, unless otherwise expressly 


provided by statute, in order that the people may be fully informed. The purposes of this chapter are remedial, 


and its provisions are to be liberally construed with the view of carrying out its policy. 


As added by Acts 1977, P.L.57, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.67-1987, SEC.1. 


IC 5-14-1.5-2 


Definitions 


     Sec. 2. For the purposes of this chapter: 


    (a) "Public agency", except as provided in section 2.1 of this chapter, means the following: 


        (1) Any board, commission, department, agency, authority, or other entity, by whatever name designated, 


exercising a portion of the executive, administrative, or legislative power of the state. 


        (2) Any county, township, school corporation, city, town, political subdivision, or other entity, by whatever 


name designated, exercising in a limited geographical area the executive, administrative, or legislative power of 


the state or a delegated local governmental power. 


        (3) Any entity which is subject to either: 


            (A) budget review by either the department of local government finance or the governing body of a 


county, city, town, township, or school corporation; or 


            (B) audit by the state board of accounts that is required by statute, rule, or regulation. 


        (4) Any building corporation of a political subdivision of the state of Indiana that issues bonds for the 


purpose of constructing public facilities. 


        (5) Any advisory commission, committee, or body created by statute, ordinance, or executive order to 


advise the governing body of a public agency, except medical staffs or the committees of any such staff. 


        (6) The Indiana gaming commission established by IC 4-33, including any department, division, or office 


of the commission. 


        (7) The Indiana horse racing commission established by IC 4-31, including any department, division, or 


office of the commission. 


    (b) "Governing body" means two (2) or more individuals who are: 


        (1) a public agency that: 


(A) is a board, a commission, an authority, a council, a committee, a body, or other entity; and 


            (B) takes official action on public business; 


        (2) the board, commission, council, or other body of a public agency which takes official action upon 


public business; or 


        (3) any committee appointed directly by the governing body or its presiding officer to which authority to 


take official action upon public business has been delegated. An agent or agents appointed by the governing 


body to conduct collective bargaining on behalf of the governing body does not constitute a governing body for 


purposes of this chapter. 


    (c) "Meeting" means a gathering of a majority of the governing body of a public agency for the purpose of 


taking official action upon public business. It does not include: 


        (1) any social or chance gathering not intended to avoid this chapter; 


        (2) any on-site inspection of any: 


            (A) project; 


            (B) program; or 


            (C) facilities of applicants for incentives or assistance from the governing body; 



chris

Highlight







        (3) traveling to and attending meetings of organizations devoted to betterment of government; 


        (4) a caucus; 


        (5) a gathering to discuss an industrial or a commercial prospect that does not include a conclusion as to 


recommendations, policy, decisions, or final action on the terms of a request or an offer of public financial 


resources; 


        (6) an orientation of members of the governing body on their role and responsibilities as public officials, 


but not for any other official action; or 


        (7) a gathering for the sole purpose of administering an oath of office to an individual. 


    (d) "Official action" means to: 


        (1) receive information; 


        (2) deliberate; 


        (3) make recommendations; 


        (4) establish policy; 


        (5) make decisions; or 


        (6) take final action. 


    (e) "Public business" means any function upon which the public agency is empowered or authorized to take 


official action. 


    (f) "Executive session" means a meeting from which the public is excluded, except the governing body may 


admit those persons necessary to carry out its purpose. 


    (g) "Final action" means a vote by the governing body on any motion, proposal, resolution, rule, regulation, 


ordinance, or order. 


    (h) "Caucus" means a gathering of members of a political party or coalition which is held for purposes of 


planning political strategy and holding discussions designed to prepare the members for taking official action. 


    (i) "Deliberate" means a discussion which may reasonably be expected to result in official action (defined 


under subsection (d)(3), (d)(4), (d)(5), or (d)(6)). 


    (j) "News media" means all newspapers qualified to receive legal advertisements under IC 5-3-1, all news 


services (as defined in IC 34-6-2-87), and all licensed commercial or public radio or television stations. 


    (k) "Person" means an individual, a corporation, a limited liability company, a partnership, an unincorporated 


association, or a governmental entity. 


As added by Acts 1977, P.L.57, SEC.1. Amended by Acts 1979, P.L.39, SEC.1; P.L.33-1984, SEC.1; P.L.67-


1987, SEC.2; P.L.8-1993, SEC.56; P.L.277-1993(ss), SEC.127; P.L.1-1994, SEC.20; P.L.50-1995, SEC.14; 


P.L.1-1998, SEC.71; P.L.90-2002, SEC.16; P.L.35-2003, SEC.1; P.L.179-2007, SEC.1. 


IC 5-14-1.5-2.1 


"Public agency"; certain providers exempted 


     Sec. 2.1. "Public agency", for purposes of this chapter, does not mean a provider of goods, services, or other 


benefits that meets the following requirements: 


        (1) The provider receives public funds through an agreement with the state, a county, or a municipality that 


meets the following requirements: 


            (A) The agreement provides for the payment of fees to the entity in exchange for services, goods, or 


other benefits. 


            (B) The amount of fees received by the entity under the agreement is not based upon or does not involve 


a consideration of the tax revenues or receipts of the state, county, or municipality. 


            (C) The amount of the fees are negotiated by the entity and the state, county, or municipality. 


            (D) The state, county, or municipality is billed for fees by the entity for the services, goods, or other 


benefits actually provided by the entity. 


        (2) The provider is not required by statute, rule, or regulation to be audited by the state board of accounts. 


As added by P.L.179-2007, SEC.2. 


IC 5-14-1.5-3 


Open meetings; secret ballot votes; member participating by electronic means of communication 


     Sec. 3. (a) Except as provided in section 6.1 of this chapter, all meetings of the governing bodies of public 
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agencies must be open at all times for the purpose of permitting members of the public to observe and record 


them. 


    (b) A secret ballot vote may not be taken at a meeting. 


    (c) A meeting conducted in compliance with IC 5-1.5-2-2.5 does not violate this section. 


(d) A member of the governing body of a public agency who is not physically present at a meeting of the 


governing body but who communicates with members of the governing body during the meeting by telephone, 


computer, videoconferencing, or any other electronic means of communication: 


        (1) may not participate in final action taken at the meeting unless the member's participation is expressly 


authorized by statute; and 


        (2) may not be considered to be present at the meeting unless considering the member to be present at the 


meeting is expressly authorized by statute. 


    (e) The memoranda of a meeting prepared under section 4 of this chapter that a member participates in by 


using a means of communication described in subsection (d) must state the name of: 


        (1) each member who was physically present at the place where the meeting was conducted; 


        (2) each member who participated in the meeting by using a means of communication described in this 


section; and 


        (3) each member who was absent. 


As added by Acts 1977, P.L.57, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.38-1988, SEC.6; P.L.1-1991, SEC.35; P.L.179-2007, 


SEC.3. 


IC 5-14-1.5-3.1 


Serial meetings 


     Sec. 3.1. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the governing body of a public agency violates this 


chapter if members of the governing body participate in a series of at least two (2) gatherings of members of the 


governing body and the series of gatherings meets all of the following criteria: 


        (1) One (1) of the gatherings is attended by at least three (3) members but less than a quorum of the 


members of the governing body and the other gatherings include at least two (2) members of the governing 


body. 


        (2) The sum of the number of different members of the governing body attending any of the gatherings at 


least equals a quorum of the governing body. 


        (3) All the gatherings concern the same subject matter and are held within a period of not more than seven 


(7) consecutive days. 


        (4) The gatherings are held to take official action on public business. 


For purposes of this subsection, a member of a governing body attends a gathering if the member is present at 


the gathering in person or if the member participates in the gathering by telephone or other electronic means, 


excluding electronic mail. 


    (b) This subsection applies only to the city-county council of a consolidated city or county having a 


consolidated city. The city-county council violates this chapter if its members participate in a series of at least 


two (2) gatherings of members of the city-county council and the series of gatherings meets all of the following 


criteria: 


        (1) One (1) of the gatherings is attended by at least five (5) members of the city-county council and the 


other gatherings include at least three (3) members of the city-county council. 


        (2) The sum of the number of different members of the city-county council attending any of the gatherings 


at least equals a quorum of the city-county council. 


        (3) All the gatherings concern the same subject matter and are held within a period of not more than seven 


(7) consecutive days. 


        (4) The gatherings are held to take official action on public business. 


For purposes of this subsection, a member of the city-county council attends a gathering if the member is 


present at the gathering in person or if the member participates in the gathering by telephone or other electronic 


means, excluding electronic mail. 


    (c) A gathering under subsection (a) or (b) does not include: 


        (1) a social or chance gathering not intended by any member of the governing body to avoid the 
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requirements of this chapter; 


        (2) an onsite inspection of any: 


            (A) project; 


            (B) program; or 


            (C) facilities of applicants for incentives or assistance from the governing body; 


        (3) traveling to and attending meetings of organizations devoted to the betterment of government; 


        (4) a caucus; 


        (5) a gathering to discuss an industrial or a commercial prospect that does not include a conclusion as to 


recommendations, policy, decisions, or final action on the terms of a request or an offer of public financial 


resources; 


        (6) an orientation of members of the governing body on their role and responsibilities as public officials, 


but not for any other official action; 


        (7) a gathering for the sole purpose of administering an oath of office to an individual; or 


        (8) a gathering between less than a quorum of the members of the governing body intended solely for 


members to receive information and deliberate on whether a member or members may be inclined to support a 


member's proposal or a particular piece of legislation and at which no other official action will occur. 


    (d) A violation described in subsection (a) or (b) is subject to section 7 of this chapter. 


As added by P.L.179-2007, SEC.4. 


IC 5-14-1.5-4 


Posting agenda; memoranda of meetings; public inspection of minutes 


     Sec. 4. (a) A governing body of a public agency utilizing an agenda shall post a copy of the agenda at the 


entrance to the location of the meeting prior to the meeting. A rule, regulation, ordinance, or other final action 


adopted by reference to agenda number or item alone is void. 


    (b) As the meeting progresses, the following memoranda shall be kept: 


        (1) The date, time, and place of the meeting. 


        (2) The members of the governing body recorded as either present or absent. 


        (3) The general substance of all matters proposed, discussed, or decided. 


        (4) A record of all votes taken, by individual members if there is a roll call. 


        (5) Any additional information required under IC 5-1.5-2-2.5. 


    (c) The memoranda are to be available within a reasonable period of time after the meeting for the purpose of 


informing the public of the governing body's proceedings. The minutes, if any, are to be open for public 


inspection and copying. 


As added by Acts 1977, P.L.57, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.38-1988, SEC.7; P.L.76-1995, SEC.1; P.L.2-2007, 


SEC.99. 


IC 5-14-1.5-5 


Public notice of meetings 


     Sec. 5. (a) Public notice of the date, time, and place of any meetings, executive sessions, or of any 


rescheduled or reconvened meeting, shall be given at least forty-eight (48) hours (excluding Saturdays, 


Sundays, and legal holidays) before the meeting. This requirement does not apply to reconvened meetings (not 


including executive sessions) where announcement of the date, time, and place of the reconvened meeting is 


made at the original meeting and recorded in the memoranda and minutes thereof, and there is no change in the 


agenda. 


    (b) Public notice shall be given by the governing body of a public agency by: 


        (1) posting a copy of the notice at the principal office of the public agency holding the meeting or, if no 


such office exists, at the building where the meeting is to be held; and 


        (2) delivering notice to all news media which deliver by January 1 an annual written request for such 


notices for the next succeeding calendar year to the governing body of the public agency. The governing body 


shall give notice by one (1) of the following methods: 


            (A) Depositing the notice in the United States mail with postage prepaid. 


            (B) Transmitting the notice by electronic mail. 







            (C) Transmitting the notice by facsimile (fax). 


        If a governing body comes into existence after January 1, it shall comply with this subdivision upon receipt 


of a written request for notice. In addition, a state agency (as defined in IC 4-13-1-1) shall provide electronic 


access to the notice through the computer gateway administered by the office of technology established by IC 4-


13.1-2-1. 


    (c) Notice of regular meetings need be given only once each year, except that an additional notice shall be 


given where the date, time, or place of a regular meeting or meetings is changed. This subsection does not apply 


to executive sessions. 


    (d) If a meeting is called to deal with an emergency involving actual or threatened injury to person or 


property, or actual or threatened disruption of the governmental activity under the jurisdiction of the public 


agency by any event, then the time requirements of notice under this section shall not apply, but: 


        (1) news media which have requested notice of meetings must be given the same notice as is given to the 


members of the governing body; and 


        (2) the public must be notified by posting a copy of the notice according to this section. 


    (e) This section shall not apply where notice by publication is required by statute, ordinance, rule, or 


regulation. 


    (f) This section shall not apply to: 


        (1) the department of local government finance, the Indiana board of tax review, or any other governing 


body which meets in continuous session, except that this section applies to meetings of these governing bodies 


which are required by or held pursuant to statute, ordinance, rule, or regulation; or 


        (2) the executive of a county or the legislative body of a town if the meetings are held solely to receive 


information or recommendations in order to carry out administrative functions, to carry out administrative 


functions, or confer with staff members on matters relating to the internal management of the unit. 


"Administrative functions" do not include the awarding of contracts, the entering into contracts, or any other 


action creating an obligation or otherwise binding a county or town. 


    (g) This section does not apply to the general assembly. 


    (h) Notice has not been given in accordance with this section if a governing body of a public agency 


convenes a meeting at a time so unreasonably departing from the time stated in its public notice that the public 


is misled or substantially deprived of the opportunity to attend, observe, and record the meeting. 


As added by Acts 1977, P.L.57, SEC.1. Amended by Acts 1979, P.L.39, SEC.2; P.L.67-1987, SEC.3; P.L.8-


1989, SEC.22; P.L.3-1989, SEC.29; P.L.46-1990, SEC.1; P.L.251-1999, SEC.4; P.L.90-2002, SEC.17; 


P.L.200-2003, SEC.1; P.L.177-2005, SEC.14. 


IC 5-14-1.5-6 


Repealed 


    (Repealed by P.L.1-1991, SEC.36 and P.L.10-1991, SEC.10.) 


IC 5-14-1.5-6.1 


Executive sessions 


Sec. 6.1. (a) As used in this section, "public official" means a person: 


        (1) who is a member of a governing body of a public agency; or 


        (2) whose tenure and compensation are fixed by law and who executes an oath. 


    (b) Executive sessions may be held only in the following instances: 


        (1) Where authorized by federal or state statute. 


        (2) For discussion of strategy with respect to any of the following: 


            (A) Collective bargaining. 


            (B) Initiation of litigation or litigation that is either pending or has been threatened specifically in 


writing. 


            (C) The implementation of security systems. 


            (D) The purchase or lease of real property by the governing body up to the time a contract or option to 


purchase or lease is executed by the parties. 


        However, all such strategy discussions must be necessary for competitive or bargaining reasons and may 







not include competitive or bargaining adversaries. 


        (3) For discussion of the assessment, design, and implementation of school safety and security measures, 


plans, and systems. 


        (4) Interviews and negotiations with industrial or commercial prospects or agents of industrial or 


commercial prospects by the Indiana economic development corporation, the office of tourism development, the 


Indiana finance authority, an economic development commission, a local economic development organization 


(as defined in IC 5-28-11-2(3)), or a governing body of a political subdivision. 


        (5) To receive information about and interview prospective employees. 


        (6) With respect to any individual over whom the governing body has jurisdiction: 


            (A) to receive information concerning the individual's alleged misconduct; and 


            (B) to discuss, before a determination, the individual's status as an employee, a student, or an 


independent contractor who is: 


                (i) a physician; or 


                (ii) a school bus driver. 


        (7) For discussion of records classified as confidential by state or federal statute. 


        (8) To discuss before a placement decision an individual student's abilities, past performance, behavior, 


and needs. 


        (9) To discuss a job performance evaluation of individual employees. This subdivision does not apply to a 


discussion of the salary, compensation, or benefits of employees during a budget process. 


        (10) When considering the appointment of a public official, to do the following: 


            (A) Develop a list of prospective appointees. 


            (B) Consider applications. 


            (C) Make one (1) initial exclusion of prospective appointees from further consideration. 


        Notwithstanding IC 5-14-3-4(b)(12), a governing body may release and shall make available for inspection 


and copying in accordance with IC 5-14-3-3 identifying information concerning prospective appointees not 


initially excluded from further consideration. An initial exclusion of prospective appointees from further 


consideration may not reduce the number of prospective appointees to fewer than three (3) unless there are 


fewer than three (3) prospective appointees. Interviews of prospective appointees must be conducted at a 


meeting that is open to the public. 


        (11) To train school board members with an outside consultant about the performance of the role of the 


members as public officials. 


        (12) To prepare or score examinations used in issuing licenses, certificates, permits, or registrations under 


IC 15-5-1.1 or IC 25. 


        (13) To discuss information and intelligence intended to prevent, mitigate, or respond to the threat of 


terrorism. 


    (c) A final action must be taken at a meeting open to the public. 


    (d) Public notice of executive sessions must state the subject matter by specific reference to the enumerated 


instance or instances for which executive sessions may be held under subsection (b). The requirements stated in 


section 4 of this chapter for memoranda and minutes being made available to the public is modified as to 


executive sessions in that the memoranda and minutes must identify the subject matter considered by specific 


reference to the enumerated instance or instances for which public notice was given. The governing body shall 


certify by a statement in the memoranda and minutes of the governing body that no subject matter was 


discussed in the executive session other than the subject matter specified in the public notice. 


    (e) A governing body may not conduct an executive session during a meeting, except as otherwise permitted 


by applicable statute. A meeting may not be recessed and reconvened with the intent of circumventing this 


subsection. 


As added by P.L.1-1991, SEC.37 and P.L.10-1991, SEC.8. Amended by P.L.48-1991, SEC.1; P.L.37-2000, 


SEC.1; P.L.200-2003, SEC.2; P.L.4-2005, SEC.28; P.L.229-2005, SEC.2; P.L.235-2005, SEC.84; P.L.101-


2006, SEC.3; P.L.179-2007, SEC.5. 


IC 5-14-1.5-6.5 


Collective bargaining meetings; applicable requirements 







     Sec. 6.5. (a) Whenever a governing body, or any person authorized to act for a governing body, meets with 


an employee organization, or any person authorized to act for an employee organization, for the purpose of 


collective bargaining or discussion, the following apply: 


        (1) Any party may inform the public of the status of collective bargaining or discussion as it progresses by 


release of factual information and expression of opinion based upon factual information. 


        (2) If a mediator is appointed, any report the mediator may file at the conclusion of mediation is a public 


record open to public inspection. 


        (3) If a factfinder is appointed, any hearings the factfinder holds must be open at all times for the purpose 


of permitting members of the public to observe and record them. Any findings and recommendations the 


factfinder makes are public records open to public inspection as provided by IC 20-29-8-13 or any other 


applicable statute relating to factfinding in connection with public collective bargaining. 


    (b) This section supplements and does not limit any other provision of this chapter. 


As added by Acts 1979, P.L.39, SEC.4. Amended by P.L.67-1987, SEC.5; P.L.1-2005, SEC.80. 


IC 5-14-1.5-7 


Violations; remedies; limitations; costs and fees 


     Sec. 7. (a) An action may be filed by any person in any court of competent jurisdiction to: 


        (1) obtain a declaratory judgment; 


        (2) enjoin continuing, threatened, or future violations of this chapter; or 


        (3) declare void any policy, decision, or final action: 


            (A) taken at an executive session in violation of section 3(a) of this chapter; 


            (B) taken at any meeting of which notice is not given in accordance with section 5 of this chapter; 


            (C) that is based in whole or in part upon official action taken at any: 


                (i) executive session in violation of section 3(a) of this chapter; 


                (ii) meeting of which notice is not given in accordance with section 5 of this chapter; or 


                (iii) series of gatherings in violation of section 3.1 of this chapter; or 


            (D) taken at a meeting held in a location in violation of section 8 of this chapter. 


The plaintiff need not allege or prove special damage different from that suffered by the public at large. 


    (b) Regardless of whether a formal complaint or an informal inquiry is pending before the public access 


counselor, any action to declare any policy, decision, or final action of a governing body void, or to enter an 


injunction which would invalidate any policy, decision, or final action of a governing body, based on violation 


of this chapter occurring before the action is commenced, shall be commenced: 


(1) prior to the delivery of any warrants, notes, bonds, or obligations if the relief sought would have the effect, if 


granted, of invalidating the notes, bonds, or obligations; or 


        (2) with respect to any other subject matter, within thirty (30) days of either: 


            (A) the date of the act or failure to act complained of; or 


            (B) the date that the plaintiff knew or should have known that the act or failure to act complained of had 


occurred; whichever is later. If the challenged policy, decision, or final action is recorded in the memoranda or 


minutes of a governing body, a plaintiff is considered to have known that the act or failure to act complained of 


had occurred not later than the date that the memoranda or minutes are first available for public inspection. 


    (c) If a court finds that a governing body of a public agency has violated this chapter, it may not find that the 


violation was cured by the governing body by only having taken final action at a meeting that complies with 


this chapter. 


    (d) In determining whether to declare any policy, decision, or final action void, a court shall consider the 


following factors among other relevant factors: 


        (1) The extent to which the violation: 


            (A) affected the substance of the policy, decision, or final action; 


            (B) denied or impaired access to any meetings that the public had a right to observe and record; and 


            (C) prevented or impaired public knowledge or understanding of the public's business. 


        (2) Whether voiding of the policy, decision, or final action is a necessary prerequisite to a substantial 


reconsideration of the subject matter. 


        (3) Whether the public interest will be served by voiding the policy, decision, or final action by 







determining which of the following factors outweighs the other: 


            (A) The remedial benefits gained by effectuating the public policy of the state declared in section 1 of 


this chapter. 


            (B) The prejudice likely to accrue to the public if the policy, decision, or final action is voided, including 


the extent to which persons have relied upon the validity of the challenged action and the effect declaring the 


challenged action void would have on them. 


        (4) Whether the defendant acted in compliance with an informal inquiry response or advisory opinion 


issued by the public access counselor concerning the violation. 


    (e) If a court declares a policy, decision, or final action of a governing body of a public agency void, the court 


may enjoin the governing body from subsequently acting upon the subject matter of the voided act until it has 


been given substantial reconsideration at a meeting or meetings that comply with this chapter. 


    (f) In any action filed under this section, a court shall award reasonable attorney's fees, court costs, and other 


reasonable expenses of litigation to the prevailing party if: 


        (1) the plaintiff prevails; or 


        (2) the defendant prevails and the court finds that the action is frivolous and vexatious. 


The plaintiff is not eligible for the awarding of attorney's fees, court costs, and other reasonable expenses if the 


plaintiff filed the action without first seeking and receiving an informal inquiry response or advisory opinion 


from the public access counselor, unless the plaintiff can show the filing of the action was necessary to prevent 


a violation of this chapter. 


    (g) A court shall expedite the hearing of an action filed under this section. 


As added by Acts 1977, P.L.57, SEC.1. Amended by Acts 1979, P.L.39, SEC.5; P.L.67-1987, SEC.6; P.L.38-


1992, SEC.1; P.L.70-1999, SEC.1 and P.L.191-1999, SEC.1; P.L.179-2007, SEC.6. 


IC 5-14-1.5-8 


Accessibility to individuals with disabilities 


     Sec. 8. (a) This section applies only to the following public agencies: 


        (1) A public agency described in section 2(a)(1) of this chapter. 


        (2) A public agency: 


            (A) described in section 2(a)(5) of this chapter; and 


            (B) created to advise the governing body of a public agency described in section 2(a)(1) of this chapter. 


    (b) As used in this section, "accessible" means the design, construction, or alteration of facilities in 


conformance with the Uniform Federal Accessibility Standards (41 C.F.R. 101-19.6, App. A (1991)) or with the 


Americans with Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines for Buildings and Facilities (56 Fed. Reg. 35605 


(1991)). 


    (c) As used in this section, "individual with a disability" means an individual who has a temporary or 


permanent physical disability. 


    (d) A public agency may not hold a meeting at a location that is not accessible to an individual with a 


disability. 


As added by P.L.38-1992, SEC.2. 


 

















Inquiry on the Public Notice regarding the Election board Hearing of Thursday, 1/15/09….. 
 Copy of the Notice? Respond to both verbal and written request? 
 Proof of the transmittal to the media? 
 Meeting legal? 
 Emergency meeting? What grounds for emergency? 
 


IC 5-14-1.5-5 
Public notice of meetings Sec. 5. 
   (a) Public notice of the date, time, and place of any meetings, executive sessions, or of any 
rescheduled or reconvened meeting, shall be given at least forty-eight (48) hours (excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays) before the meeting. This requirement does not apply to 
reconvened meetings (not including executive sessions) where announcement of the date, time, and 
place of the reconvened meeting is made at the original meeting and recorded in the memoranda and 
minutes thereof, and there is no change in the agenda. 
   (b) Public notice shall be given by the governing body of a public agency by: 
      (1) posting a copy of the notice at the principal office of the public agency holding the 
meeting or, if no such office exists, at the building where the meeting is to be held; and 
      (2) delivering notice to all news media which deliver by January 1 an annual written 
request for such notices for the next succeeding calendar year to the governing body of the 
public agency. The governing body shall give notice by one (1) of the following methods: 
         (A) Depositing the notice in the United States mail with postage prepaid. 
         (B) Transmitting the notice by electronic mail. 
         (C) Transmitting the notice by facsimile (fax). If a governing body comes into existence 
after January 1, it shall comply with this subdivision upon receipt of a written request for 
notice. In addition, a state agency (as defined in IC 4-13-1-1) shall provide electronic access to 
the notice through the computer gateway administered by the office of technology established 
by IC 4-13.1-2-1. 
   (c) Notice of regular meetings need be given only once each year, except that an additional notice 
shall be given where the date, time, or place of a regular meeting or meetings is changed. This 
subsection does not apply to executive sessions. 
   (d) If a meeting is called to deal with an emergency involving actual or threatened injury to 
person or property, or actual or threatened disruption of the governmental activity under the 
jurisdiction of the public agency by any event, then the time requirements of notice under this 
section shall not apply, but: 
      (1) news media which have requested notice of meetings must be given the same notice as 
is given to the members of the governing body; and 
      (2) the public must be notified by posting a copy of the notice according to this section. 
   (e) This section shall not apply where notice by publication is required by statute, ordinance, rule, or 
regulation. 
   (f) This section shall not apply to: 
      (1) the department of local government finance, the Indiana board of tax review, or any other 
governing body which meets in continuous session, except that this section applies to meetings of 
these governing bodies which are required by or held pursuant to statute, ordinance, rule, or 
regulation; or 
      (2) the executive of a county or the legislative body of a town if the meetings are held solely to 
receive information or recommendations in order to carry out administrative functions, to carry out 
administrative functions, or confer with staff members on matters relating to the internal management 
of the unit. "Administrative functions" do not include the awarding of contracts, the entering into 
contracts, or any other action creating an obligation or otherwise binding a county or town. 
   (g) This section does not apply to the general assembly. 







   (h) Notice has not been given in accordance with this section if a governing body of a public agency 
convenes a meeting at a time so unreasonably departing from the time stated in its public notice that 
the public is misled or substantially deprived of the opportunity to attend, observe, and record the 
meeting. As added by Acts 1977, P.L.57, SEC.1. Amended by Acts 1979, P.L.39, SEC.2; P.L.67-
1987, SEC.3; P.L.8-1989, SEC.22; P.L.3-1989, SEC.29; P.L.46-1990, SEC.1; P.L.251-1999, SEC.4; 
P.L.90-2002, SEC.17; P.L.200-2003, SEC.1; P.L.177-2005, SEC.14. 
 
 
Establishment of the “timeline”….. 
 
 Complaint filed on December 18, 2008 
 


There was no activity by either the Clerk’s Office or the Election Board or any attempted 
notification of the defendants regarding the filing of the complaint until…. 


 
January 13, 2009 when the County Clerk/Board Secretary certified a mailing to myself, 
Christopher N. Hiatt as the Incorporator of the Citizens of Delaware County for Property 
Tax Repeal that contained a one page single-sided letter on the County Clerk’s 
letterhead indicating a complaint had been filed and requesting my appearance before 
this Board at a Hearing scheduled for Thursday, January 15, 2009, a mere 18 hours 
before the Election Board Hearing and did not contain a copy of the complaint nor any 
specifics regarding the complaint…..why?.... 


 
 Normal processes regarding complaints? 
 
I would like to go on the record that I find it highly suspicious and quite disconcerting that 
both the Delaware County clerk’s office and the Delaware County Election Board received a 
complaint on December 18, 2008 and didn’t timely notify the defendants to the complaint until 
the very day of the initial hearing on January 15, 2009 other than to request my presence at 
this venue a mere 18 hours before. 
 
This whole issue reeks to high heaven of a premeditated effort to try and blindside or ambush 
me and the CDCPTR organization…..and I must keep this fact at the forefront of my responses 
as we move forward….. 
 
(Specious and illegitimate tribunal?) 
 
Recognition of the filing of our complaint…..stated at last week’s hearing …….. 
 







To the first item of concern in Mr. Evans complaint…… 
 
In the first sentence, Mr. Evans makes an allegation that we’re a Political Action Committee 
and his complaint is founded on that basis. That, members of the Board is blatantly incorrect. 
We are a legitimately registered and legal Indiana Non-Profit Domestic Corporation. There is 
absolutely no disputing of that fact. Here are the documents of incorporation from the 
Secretary of State. Let’s even take a look at the Election Board’s Secretary and Delaware 
County Clerk’s letter to me dated January 13th and received on January 14th where he 
specifically identifies and refers to me as the “Incorporator and Registered Agent”…by virtue 
of this own Board’s written communications, you are recognizing us as a Corporation, which 
is correct. Our Corporate identity is a legally registered and acknowledged by the Secretary of 
the State of Indiana and cannot be changed, skewed or conveniently manipulated for 
purposes of this complaint, by one’s perception, opinion or even our very own actions. Mr 
Evans, or anybody else for that matter, can walk around all day long and draw personal 
conclusions that any given position or behavior of a Corporation that may mimmick or be 
similar in nature to something else, but that will not and cannot change the very basic legally 
registered identity of that corporation. It is for that reason the law recognizes that very fact 
and specifically spells out, points to, and addresses the issue of corporations and their 
involvement in election issues in numerous places starting with the very legal definition of a 
Political Action Committee……Title 3, Article 5, Chapter 2 of the Indiana Statutes spells out all 
the definitions of Indiana Election Law….. 
 
 


IC 3-5-2-37 
"Political action committee" Sec. 37. 
(a) Except as provided in subsection (b), "political action committee" means an 


organization located within or outside Indiana that satisfies all of the following: 
(1) The organization proposes to influence: 
    (A) the election of a candidate for state, legislative, local, or school board office; or 
    (B) the outcome of a public question. 
(2) The organization accepts contributions or makes expenditures during a calendar year: 
   (A) to influence the election of a candidate for state, legislative, local, or school board office or the 
outcome of a public question that will appear on the ballot in Indiana; and 
   (B) that in the aggregate exceed one hundred dollars ($100). 
(3) The organization is not any of the following: 
      (A) An auxiliary party organization. 
      (B) A legislative caucus committee. 
      (C) A regular party committee. 
      (D) A candidate's committee. 


(b) A corporation or labor organization that makes a contribution in 
accordance with IC 3-9-2 or makes an expenditure is not considered a 
political action committee.  
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.8; P.L.7-1990, SEC.1; P.L.3-1995, 
SEC.5; P.L.3-1997, SEC.13; P.L.2-1998, SEC.2; P.L.176-1999, SEC.3. 
 


 
So there it is, by the very definition of a Political Action Committee and the exception 
contained therein, combined with our legally registered and identifiable identity as a 
Corporation…we ARE NOT a Political Action Committee…… 







 
Allow us to dissect this first complaint a little further if you will…Mr. Evans goes on to 
reference a newspaper advertisement in the Star Press dated October 31, 2008.  Well, the fact 
is, we didn’t place an advertisement in the Star Press on October 31, 2008…so with Mr. Evan’s 
first complaint hinging on our being a Political Action Committee, which we are not, and the 
placement of an advertisement on October 31, 2008, which we did not, these erroneous 
statements of facts render this first complaint moot and without proper foundation and should 
be dismissed. 
 
(just as the Board afforded us a whole 7 days to prepare for this hearing, so the complainant 
had the same time period to amend and perfect their complaint…they did not) 







Let’s move on to the second issue involved in Mr. Evans complaint….once again Mr. Evans is 
making his argument on the basis that we’re a Political Action Committee and citing a statute 
that involves the reporting requirements of PACs. Well, once again neither Mr. Evans opinion, 
nor any third party perception can change the legal facts…..we are a Corporation not a PAC. 
Political Action Committees organize for a very specific reason…to solicit and pass through 
money and other valuable considerations to specific political interests, candidates, their 
committees and several other, but very specifically political concerns and to be specifically 
identifiable as that type of organization…there is a totally separate process for their 
organizing under Indiana law and subsequently a totally separate reporting process since they 
are to be held accountable publicly for third party considerations going towards the efforts 
intended. The CDCPTR has never structured itself in that light, we have never solicited 
donations for specific political causes and we have never financed or contributed to a 
candidate, a candidate's committee, a regular party committee, a political action committee, or 
a legislative caucus committee. It is simple as that. Therefore, since it was never our intent to 
take on the identity or missions of a Political Action Committee, we organized as an Indiana 
Corporation. Our recordkeeping requirements are not governed by IC 3-9-4-16, those being for 
a PAC, but rather by IC 23-17-27, being for Corporations. We have adhered to those 
requirements. This second complaint is directed towards a legal identity of which we are not, 
is both frivolous and without merit and should be dismissed. 







In Mr. Evans third part of his complaint, the very cite he’s referencing is bogus and 
nonexistent. There is no, and can be no, Article 0 of Title 3 of the Indiana Statutes. I would 
propose that for that reason and that reason alone just like the alleged date of the 
advertisement we paid for, this would render this part of his complaint moot and without 
proper foundation. But in this part of his complaint, Mr. Evans doesn’t make reference to a 
“violation” but rather to a “penalty” that he proposes the Election Board impose. 
 
The fact of the matter is that the law does provide for the Election Board to impose civil 
penalties and that part of the statutes lie in IC 3-9-4…..now I might remind the Board that this 
is just speculation on our part for Mr. Evans has left totally in the dark the supporting legal 
authority for his call to the whipping post of the CDCPTR. But allow us to take a look for a 
moment at what we “speculate” Mr. Evans was trying to point to…unless of course Mr. Evans 
(or the Board) would like to stipulate to the correct statutory cite being IC 3-9-4-17….I might 
hint to everyone that IC 3-9-4-17 is titled “Civil penalties of the County Election Board….. 
 
At any rate let’s move on and  explore and defend against Mr. Evans contentions and 
ridiculously unfounded request for punitive measures assuming we’re focused on the correct 
statute….First I want to point the statute he’s apparently intended on citing and bring your 
attention specifically that the 17th section of the law that Mr. Evans, we believe, is referencing 
because it’s the only part of the statute that ties directly with the penalties he is seeking from 
the Board…… 
 


IC 3-9-4-17 
Civil penalties; county election board 


     Sec. 17. (a) In addition to any other penalty imposed, a person who does any of the following is 
subject to a civil penalty under this section: 
        (1) Fails to file with a county election board a report in the manner required under IC 3-9-5. 
        (2) Fails to file a statement of organization required under IC 3-9-1. 
        (3) Is a committee or a member of a committee who disburses or expends money or other 
property for any political purpose before the money or other property has passed through the hands 
of the treasurer of the committee. 
        (4) Makes a contribution other than to a committee subject to this article or to a person 
authorized by law or a committee to receive contributions in the committee's behalf. 
        (5) Is a corporation or labor organization that exceeds any of the limitations on contributions 
prescribed by IC 3-9-2-4. 
        (6) Makes a contribution in the name of another person. 
        (7) Accepts a contribution made by one (1) person in the name of another person. 
        (8) Is not the treasurer of a committee subject to this article, and pays any expenses of an 
election or a caucus except as authorized by this article. 
        (9) Commingles the funds of a committee with the personal funds of an officer, a member, or an 
associate of the committee. 
        (10) Wrongfully uses campaign contributions in violation of IC 3-9-3-4. 


        (11) Fails to designate a contribution as required by IC 3-9-2-5(c). 
        (12) Violates IC 3-9-3-5. 
        (13) Serves as a treasurer of a committee in violation of any of the following: 
            (A) IC 3-9-1-13(1). 
            (B) IC 3-9-1-13(2). 
            (C) IC 3-9-1-18. 
    (b) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(1) or 
(a)(2) for filing a defective report or statement. If the county election board determines that a person 







failed to file the report or a statement of organization not later than noon five (5) days after being 
given notice under section 14 of this chapter, the county election board may assess a civil penalty. 
The penalty is ten dollars ($10) for each day the report is late after the expiration of the five (5) day 
period, not to exceed one hundred dollars ($100) plus any investigative costs incurred and 
documented by the board. The civil penalty limit under this subsection applies to each report 
separately. 
    (c) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(1) or 
(a)(2) for a delinquent report or statement. If the county election board determines that a person failed 
to file the report or statement of organization by the deadline prescribed under this article, the board 
shall assess a civil penalty. The penalty is fifty dollars ($50) for each day the report is late, with the 
afternoon of the final date for filing the report or statement being calculated as the first day. The civil 
penalty under this subsection may not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000) plus any investigative 
costs incurred and documented by the board. The civil penalty limit under this subsection applies to 
each report separately. 
    (d) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(3), 
(a)(4), (a)(6), (a)(7), (a)(8), (a)(9), or (a)(10). If the county election board determines that a person is 
subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a), the board may assess a civil penalty of not more than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000), plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. 
    (e) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(5). If 
the county election board determines that a person is subject to a civil penalty under subsection 
(a)(5), the board may assess a civil penalty of not more than three (3) times the amount of the 
contribution in excess of the limit prescribed by IC 3-9-2-4, plus any investigative costs incurred and 
documented by the board. 


    (f) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under 


subsection (a)(11). If the county election board determines that a corporation 


or a labor organization has failed to designate a contribution in violation of 


IC 3-9-2-5(c), the board shall assess a civil penalty equal to the greater of the 
following, plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board: 
        (1) Two (2) times the amount of the contributions undesignated. 
        (2) One thousand dollars ($1,000). 
    (g) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(12). If 
the county election board determines, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the board, that 
a person has violated IC 3-9-3-5, the board may assess a civil penalty of not more than five hundred 
dollars ($500), plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. 
    (h) This subsection applies to a person who is subject to a civil penalty under subsection (a)(13). If 
the county election board determines, by unanimous vote of the entire membership of the board, that 
a person has served as the treasurer of a committee in violation of any of the statutes listed in 
subsection (a)(13), the board may assess a civil penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500), 
plus any investigative costs incurred and documented by the board. 
    (i) All civil penalties collected under this section shall be deposited with the county treasurer to be 
deposited by the county treasurer in a separate account to be known as the campaign finance 
enforcement account. The funds in the account are available, with the approval of the county fiscal 
body, to augment and supplement the funds appropriated for the administration of this article. 
    (j) Money in the campaign finance enforcement account does not revert to the county general fund 
at the end of a county fiscal year. 


    (k) Proceedings of the county election board under this section are subject to 
IC 4-21.5. 
As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.90. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.75; P.L.3-1997, SEC.197; P.L.66-
2003, SEC.24; P.L.14-2004, SEC.73. 
 







 
Now, this is real interesting…after trying to stick us with a fictitious identity as a Political 
Action Committee for the purpose of supporting his first two complaints, Mr. Evans is now 


identifying us as a Corporation! What’s it going be? A Political Action Committee or a 


Corporation?? And…he’s indicating in this complaint that we’ve made a contribution! 


Even as you read this statute and follow it all around to its various other statutory references 
Mr. Evans has now switched identity associations relative to our Organization for the 
hypocritical convenience of trying to make his case… IC 3-9-4-17 subsection (f) make 
reference and points to IC 3-9-4-17 subsection (a)(11) where once again we are accused of 
making a contribution, but both of these subsections make reference and  point to 
IC 3-9-2-5(c). Let’s chase all this down and try and tie it all together….. 
 
 


IC 3-9-2 
Chapter 2. Campaign Contributions 
 
IC 3-9-2-1 
Application of chapter 
Sec. 1. (a) Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c), this chapter applies to candidates in 
all elections and caucuses and to the following types of committees: 
      (1) Candidate's committees. 
      (2) Regular party committees. 
      (3) Political action committees. 
      (4) A legislative caucus committee. 
   (b) Sections 2 through 10 of this chapter do not apply to elections for precinct 
committeeman or delegate to a state convention. 
   (c) Section 9 of this chapter applies to a candidate only if the candidate is required to file a 
written instrument designating a principal committee under IC 3-9-1-5 or IC 3-9-1-5.5. 
   (d) Sections 9 and 10 of this chapter apply to an auxiliary party organization. 
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.143; P.L.3-1993, SEC.85; P.L.3-
1995, SEC.66; P.L.3-1997, SEC.175; P.L.26-2000, SEC.12. 
 
IC 3-9-2-2 
Candidates 
Sec. 2. Except as otherwise provided in this article, a candidate may make a voluntary payment of 
money to a treasurer of a committee for a purpose permitted by this article. 
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. 
 
IC 3-9-2-3 
Corporations, labor organizations, and national banks 
Sec. 3. (a) Notwithstanding IC 23-15-5 or any other statute, a corporation or labor organization may 
make a contribution to aid in the: 
     (1) election or defeat of a candidate; or 
     (2) the success or defeat of: 
         (A) a political party; or 
         (B) a public question submitted to a vote in an election. 
   (b) Contributions by a corporation or labor organization are limited to those authorized by sections 
4, 5, and 6 of this chapter. 
   (c) A national bank or a corporation organized by authority of any law of Congress must comply with 
contribution restrictions applicable to Indiana elections under 2 U.S.C. 441b. 







As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.11-1987, SEC.3; 
P.L.7-1990, SEC.29; P.L.14-1992, SEC.1; P.L.3-1997, SEC.176. 
 
IC 3-9-2-4 
Corporations or labor organizations; limitation on contributions 
Sec. 4. During a year a corporation or labor organization may not make total contributions in excess 
of: 
      (1) an aggregate of five thousand dollars ($5,000) apportioned in any manner among all 
candidates for state offices (including a judge of the court of appeals whose retention in office is voted 
on by a district that does not include all of Indiana); 
      (2) an aggregate of five thousand dollars ($5,000) apportioned in any manner among all state 
committees of political parties; 
      (3) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned in any manner among all 
candidates for the senate of the general assembly; 


      (4) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned in any manner 
among all candidates for the house of representatives of the general assembly; 
      (5) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned in any manner among regular 
party committees organized by a legislative caucus of the senate of the general assembly; 
      (6) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned in any manner among regular 
party committees organized by a legislative caucus of the house of representatives of the general 
assembly; 


      (7) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned in any manner 
among all candidates for school board offices and local offices; and 


      (8) an aggregate of two thousand dollars ($2,000) apportioned in any manner among all central 
committees other than state committees. 
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.144; 
P.L.10-1988, SEC.66. 
 


IC 3-9-2-5 
Contributions or donations to specific candidate or committee 


Sec. 5. (a) A contribution: 


      (1) authorized under subsection (c) or section 4 of this chapter; 


      (2) to a committee by a corporation or labor organization; and 


      (3) designated by that corporation or labor organization for disbursement to a 
specific candidate, central committee, or other regular party committee; is 
subject to the limitations in section 4 of this chapter. 
   (b) A corporation or labor organization may make a donation to cover any amount of 


administrative costs (as described in IC 3-5-2-15(e)) to a political action committee established and 
controlled by the corporation or labor organization. A donation made under this subsection is not 
considered a contribution or an expenditure by the corporation or labor organization. 


   (c) A corporation or labor organization may make a 
contribution to a political action committee if the contribution: 
      (1) does not exceed any of the limits prescribed under section 4 of this chapter; and 


      (2) is designated for disbursement to a specific candidate or committee listed 
under section 4 of this chapter. 
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.5. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.67; 
P.L.3-1995, SEC.67; P.L.8-1995, SEC.36; P.L.2-1996, SEC.96; 
P.L.3-1997, SEC.177. 







 
 
I honestly think we’re in a real pickle now…..for according to Mr. Evan’s first two complaints 
identifying us as a Political Action Committee and now through his third complaint and 
request for sanctions, as a Corporation…according to this law…we can’t even write a check to 
ourselves unless its controlled by section 4 of this statute!….. 
 
Now, we’d like to clear the air and fully exonerate ourselves on this issue but first allow us to 
apply Mr. Evan’s contention in his third complaint that we’re a Corporation….which we are for 
the record….to our defense of his second complaint about reporting requirements for a 
Political Action Committee. If Mr. Evans’ third complaint is founded on our being a 
corporation, I would suggest that Mr. Evans’ second complaint is put to bed in our favor by 
Mr. Evan’s own written references, citations and admissions….. 
 
Okay, so here we are…we finally have Mr. Evans acknowledging us by our true legal identity 
as a Corporation, but now he’s trying to hang his hat on the accusation that we’ve made a 
contribution (as opposed to an expenditure)… 
 
In order for us to get the issue of whether this was an “expenditure” as we contend, as 
opposed to a “contribution”, as Mr. Evans contends, we need to back track to Mr. Evans first 
complaint….. 
 
Mr. Evans alleges in his first complaint that the Star Press published an advertisement and 
that said advertisement did not sufficiently reveal or disclose who had paid for and authorized 
the advertisement. Well, by virtue of the fact that Mr. Evans has filed this complaint against 
the CDCPTR, there certainly appears to be no confusion with Mr. Evans as to who is 
responsible. But more importantly, Mr. Evans in the second sentence of his complaint 
describes a specific “transaction”. He names the Star Press as the “provider”, “carrier” or 
“vendor” however you want to classify them and some unnamed source as the “payer”, or 
“Star Press Customer” or however you might want to qualify them….but let’s assume (and 
rightfully so) that this unnamed source of payment in Mr. Evans first complaint is the 
CDCPTR. Most importantly, what Mr. Evans has described in the second sentence of his first 
complaint is both a legitimate and at arm’s length legal transaction between two unrelated 
parties neither of which are either a candidate, a candidate's committee, a regular party 
committee, a political action committee, or a legislative caucus committee. And by the very 
definition of the law meets the qualifications of an “expenditure…. Let’s look again at the 
definitions law…..once again back to the definitions statute…..IC 3-5-2….let’s first look at the 
definition for expenditure… 
 
 


IC 3-5-2-23 
"Expenditure" Sec. 23. 
(a) "Expenditure" means a disbursement (whether characterized as an advance, a deposit, a 
distribution, a gift, a loan, a payment, a purchase, or a contract or promise to make a disbursement) 
of property (as defined in IC 35-41-1) that: 
   (1) is made for the purpose of influencing: 
      (A) the nomination or election to office of a candidate; 
      (B) the election of delegates to a state constitutional convention; or 
      (C) the outcome of a public question; and 
 
   (2) is made by 







      (A) an individual, except that a contribution made by an individual is not considered to be an 
expenditure; 
      (B) a candidate's committee; 
      (C) a regular party committee; or 
      (D) a political action committee.  
 
(b) Whenever funds are transferred from one committee to another, the disbursing committee is 
considered to be making an expenditure in the amount of the funds transferred. 
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. 
 
And while were at it and since the Expenditure definition refers to “property” let’s enter into 
the record the definition of “property” 
 


 IC 35-41-1-23 
"Property" defined 


     Sec. 23. (a) "Property" means anything of value. The term includes: 
        (1) a gain or advantage or anything that might reasonably be regarded as such by the 
beneficiary; 


        (2) real property, personal property, money, labor, and services; 


        (3) intangibles; 
        (4) commercial instruments; 
        (5) written instruments concerning labor, services, or property; 
        (6) written instruments otherwise of value to the owner, such as a public record, deed, will, credit 
card, or letter of credit; 
        (7) a signature to a written instrument; 
        (8) extension of credit; 
        (9) trade secrets; 
        (10) contract rights, choses-in-action, and other interests in or claims to wealth; 
        (11) electricity, gas, oil, and water; 
        (12) captured or domestic animals, birds, and fish; 
        (13) food and drink; and 
        (14) human remains. 
    (b) Property is that "of another person" if the other person has a possessory or proprietary interest 
in it, even if an accused person also has an interest in that property. 
As added by P.L.311-1983, SEC.24. 
 
And since Mr. Evans want to try and paint this as a contribution let’s look at the legal 
definition of a “Contribution……  
 


IC 3-5-2-15 
"Contribution"  
Sec. 15. (a) "Contribution" means a donation (whether characterized as 
an advance, a deposit, a gift, a loan, a subscription, or a contract or 
promise to make a donation) of property (as defined in IC 35-41-1) that 
satisfies both of the following: 


   (1) The donation is made for the purpose of influencing any of the following: 
      (A) The nomination or election to office of a candidate. 







      (B) The election of delegates to a state constitutional convention. 
      (C) The outcome of a public question. 
   (2) The donation is accepted by any of the following: 
      (A) A candidate. 
      (B) A candidate's committee. 
      (C) A regular party committee. 
      (D) A political action committee. 
      (E) A legislative caucus committee. 
(b) Whenever funds are transferred from one (1) committee to another, the accepting committee is 
considered to be receiving a contribution in the amount of the funds transferred. 
(c) Whenever a candidate or a committee accepts the personal services of a person whose 
compensation is being paid by a third person, the candidate or committee is considered to be 
receiving a contribution from the third person in the amount of the compensation paid. 
(d) Notwithstanding subsection (a), whenever a candidate or a committee accepts the personal 
services of a volunteer who is not being compensated, the candidate or committee is not considered 
to be receiving a contribution. 
(e) Notwithstanding subsection (a), whenever a political action committee accepts a donation of: 
    (1) rent; 
    (2) office expenses; 
    (3) management fees; 
    (4) costs of solicitations of contributions; or 
    (5) other administrative costs; the committee is not considered to be receiving a contribution. 
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.1. Amended by P.L.3-1987, SEC.4; P.L.5-1989, SEC.2; P.L.3-1997, 
SEC.6. 
 
Now it’s important to note that the definition of “Expenditure” specifically points to payments 
and purchases, while the legal definition of “Contribution” does not. We think that is relatively 
self-explanatory. Another few things of note in these definitions is that while the definition of 
“Contribution” speaks to a donated transfer of property, which could include money as 
defined by IC 35-41-1, it MUST be accepted and received by either a candidate, a candidate's 
committee, a regular party committee, a political action committee, or a legislative caucus 
committee. Back to the terminology involved in the definition of “Expenditure” where one will 
see that by the very definition it DOES NOT have to be made to, by and/or through a 
candidate, a candidate's committee, a regular party committee, a political action committee, or 
a legislative caucus committee. So let’s jump back once again to the second sentence of the 
Mr. Evans first complaint where he has described transaction between two unrelated parties, 
the Star Press and the CDCPTR AND NO OTHER PARTIES, JUST THOSE TWO neither of 
which are either a candidate, a candidate's committee, a regular party committee, a political 
action committee, or a legislative caucus committee. Gentlemen…this transaction was an 
“expenditure” with no exception. Allow me to support that fact with the submission of copies 
of The Star Press billing for the advertisement and the CDCPTR payment of the same. 
 
Now as if I haven’t already demonstrated effectively that this request for sanctions is both 
fallacious and unfounded……I think it is very important to speak to one more thing regarding 
this issue and to do that we need to go back to the law…… 
 


IC 3-9-4-17 
Civil penalties; county election board   Sec. 17.  
(listing of several penalties and fines)……………….. 







    (k) Proceedings of the county election board under this section are subject to 
IC 4-21.5. 
As added by P.L.3-1993, SEC.90. Amended by P.L.3-1995, SEC.75; P.L.3-1997, SEC.197; P.L.66-
2003, SEC.24; P.L.14-2004, SEC.73. 
 
 
With Mr. Evans filing of his complaint that includes a request for sanctions as provided by IC 
3-9-4-17 and the Board subsequently hearing his complaint, the Board has legally entered into 
the territory of IC 4-21.5. This portion of Mr. Evan’s complaint and the associated statute that 
provides for the Board to levy punitive measures in the form of fines, acting with the authority 
of a legitimate Court of Law…but because of that….and because of the fact that this Board is 
not a true Court of Law and none of you sit with the specific jurisprudence or punitive 
authority of a Judge, the statute specifically provides for the proceedings under this statute to 
be subject to IC 4-21.5. And IC 4-21.5 is the statute that provides for the proper and legal 
oversight and most importantly legal due process for the accused or defendants subject to 
those types of orders by non-judicial board of this nature….. 
 
This statute….and now I’m referring to IC 4-21.5… provides for a much more formal and 
stringent set of guidelines to conduct this hearing under as if we might be conducting this 
hearing in a actual Court of Law. Some of the most basic remedies and protections afforded in 
an actual Court of Law are addressed in this Statute. Including, but not exclusively, 
challenges, disqualification summary judgment filings, rules of evidence, notices, service of 
process, discovery, burden of proof, cross examination findings of fact and conclusions of 
law and of course, rights of appeal as well as many other types of injunctive relief as may be 
provided by law…..and it all begins with the appointment of an Administrative Law Judge…. 
 
And in the area of this law dealing with notices (or lack thereof) and service of process (or 
lack thereof) as well as sworn testimony under oath amongst a multitude of other areas that 
we’ve already tread….you have in fact, Board Members, already violated our rights and due 
process of law. 
 
So my question to the Board is this…..how are you going to correct the violations of our legal 
rights and rights to due process under IC 4-21.5 that you’ve already taken from us. How do 
you go about restoring those rights you’ve already denied us? 
 
So as we are sure that you will do whatever you see fit, it is our formal position that we’ve 
been subjected to an illegal venue and an unlawful process, the complaint and sanctions 
request has no merit or foundation to begin with and the Board has proceeded in hearing it 
outside of IC 4-21.5. We would like our Objection so notated on the record, please. 
 
 
 
 







And finally to Mr. Evans last complaint concerning 
 


IC 3-14-1-3 


Circulation or publication of anonymous campaign material 


     Sec. 3. An individual, an organization, or a committee that circulates or publishes material in an 
election without the statement required under IC 3-9-3-2.5 commits a Class A misdemeanor. 
As added by P.L.5-1986, SEC.10. Amended by P.L.10-1988, SEC.206; P.L.5-1989, SEC.71; P.L.3-
1997, SEC.400. 
 
 (Please hold up our advertisement if you will…) What in the world is “anonymous” about 
that??? 
 
I would propose that this statutes and subsequent penalty is targeted at truly anonymous 
publications. And I would also propose that if we’re in violation of nondisclosures with our 
advertisement, that the Building Trades advertisement is far more egregious in that nature as 
the entity as identified in their advertisement doesn’t even exist….. 
 
It is also our position that the last complaint is contingent upon the merits of the previous 
three complaints, which we believe are frivolous, unfounded and without merit. 
 
If it’s the Board’s sustained position that our advertisement is “anonymous”, which we 
contend it is not, then I would suspect that the Board is inclined to ignore the obvious and 
forward to the appropriate authorities to get their glean this issue. If that should be the case, 
then I would have to unfortunately concur that may be the only resolve to the issue and the 
merits of this complaint. 
 
So with all that said and done, I appreciate your attention and we’ll close our defense of Mr. 
Evans’ complaint…….  
 
We are, for the record, at this time prepared to move forward on our complaint against the 
East Central Indiana Building Trades if the Board is inclined to do so…… 
 























